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WORLD  HERITAGE  CONVENTION

ÅUNESCO  (1972)

Åthe Convention 

encourages the identification, 

protection and preservation of 

the Worldôs cultural and 

natural heritage considered to 

be of óoutstanding universal 

valueô for humanity

Å187 countries adhere to the 

World Heritage Convention



TAISHAN (C/N)
(1987), Shandong, (i-vi, vii)

Outstanding landscape of 

cultural masterpieces set in 

natural environment of Mt Tai



In addition to Taishan, Chinaôs first group 

of nominated sites in 1987 included 5   

other outstanding cultural treasures

Great Wall (Ming)

Mogao Caves, Dunhuang

Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor

Imperial Palaces of Ming & Qing 

Dynasties in Beijing & Shenyang

As well as Peking Man site at Zhoukoudian



IUCN, the International Union for 

the Conservation of Nature, is the 

oldest and largest global conservation 

network.

It is a democratic membership union 

with more than 1,000 government and 

NGO member organizations, and 

almost 11,000 volunteer scientists 

from over 160 countries.

IUCN plays a key scientific role in World 

Heritage by evaluating nominated natural sites 

and advising the World Heritage Committee of 

UNESCO whether the site fulfills the criteria for 

óoutstanding universal valueô.



ñOutstanding Universal Valueò       
of site in World Heritage Convention

ÅSite is so exceptional it transcends 
national boundaries

ÅSite is globally important for both 
present and future generations

ÅSelects the most outstanding sites
from an international viewpoint

ÅNot to ensure protection of all sites of 
ñgreat interest, importance or valueò



CURRENTLY THE  WORLD  HERITAGE   

LIST  is  NOT  ñREPRESENTATIVE,  

BALANCED  and  CREDIBLEò

Situation  

May 2011

Cultural 

sites

Natural 

sites

Mixed 

sites*

Total 

sites

World 704 180 27 911

China 28 8 4 40

New 

Zealand

0 2 1 3

* Both Cultural and Natural



New Zealand has only 3 World 

Heritage Sites

Tongariro NP 1990 (vii, viii), 1993 (vi)

Te Wahipounamu (South West NZ)  1990 (vii, viii, ix, x)

NZ Subantarctic Islands 1998 (ix, x)

But 8 more potential sites 

placed on Tentative List for 

UNESCO in 2007



HUANGSHAN  (C/N) 

(1990), Anhui, (ii, vii, x)

ñThe loveliest mountain in Chinaò



JIUZHAIGOU  (N)
(1992), Sichuan, (vii)

ÅScenic karst landforms, lakes 

and waterfalls in Min Shan

ÅSignificant visitor management 

problems because of popularity



HUANGLONG (N) 
(1992), Sichuan, (vii)

ÅSpectacular calcareous tufa and 

springs in montane forest environment



WULINGYUAN (N) 
(1992), Hunan, (vii)

More than 3,000 

narrow sandstone 

pillars, many over 

200m high



EMEISHAN & LESHAN GIANT BUDDHAEMEISHAN & LESHAN GIANT BUDDHAEMEISHAN & LESHAN GIANT BUDDHAEMEISHAN & LESHAN GIANT BUDDHA

(C/N) (1996), Sichuan, (iv, vi, x)

ÅFirst Buddhist temple in China on 

summit of Mt Emei in 1st Century AD

ÅLeshan Giant Buddha ïlargest in world

ÅDiverse forest ecosystem over 3000m 

altitude range in Sichuan órainy screenô



Åmost outstanding biodiversity 

conservation area in SE China 

Årefuge for a large number of 

ancient, relict amphibians, reptiles, 

and insects, many of them 

endemic to China. 

Åserene beauty of the dramatic 

gorges of the Nine Bend River, 

with its numerous temples and 

monasteries

Åsetting for the development and 

spread of neo-Confucianism 

MOUNT  WUYI (C/N) 
(1999), Fujian, (iii, vi, vii, x)

Nine Bend River



THREE PARALLEL RIVERS OF YUNNAN

(N) (2003), Yunnan, (vii, viii, ix, x)



The Three Parallel Rivers of 

Yunnan is Chinaôs outstanding 

natural World Heritage site on 

account of both Biodiversity 

and Geodiversity

Å 8 geographical clusters of protected areas in 
mountainous north-west of Yunnan Province

Å Largest Chinese natural WH site (1.7M ha)

Å Includes the upper reaches of 3 of the great 
rivers of Asia: the Yangtze (Jinsha), Mekong
(Lancang) and Salween (Nu)

Å The upper Yangtze, Mekong, and Salween 
Rivers run roughly parallel, north to south, 
through steep gorges, in places, 3,000 m deep 
and bordered by glaciated peaks more than 
6,000 m high.

Å The site is an epicentre of Chinese 
biodiversity. Listed under all 4 natural criteria. Gentiana sino-ordata


