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Theearthquakethathit Wenchuanof

SichuanProvinceon May 12, 2008is the

most devastatingone that affects larger

areasand has causedthe biggest losses

sincethefoundingof NewChina.

Map of Sichuan Earthquake Epicenter and

Affected Areas
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The satellite terrain picture of Beichuan County in Sichuan before the earthquake (upper) and the satellite terrain

picture of Beichuan County in Sichuan on May 14 after the earthquake (lower). (Photo by AFP)
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Beichuan City after the earthquake
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Yingxiu Town of Wenchuan County after the earthquake
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The Erwangmiao Temple at Dujiangyan, which has a history dating back 1,500 years, was severly

damaged due to the earthquake.
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The Mi-26 helicopter carried heavy machineries such as bulldozer and excavator to the vicinity of quake lake in

Tangjiashan, Beichuan County in order to dig diverting channel to prevent a flood on May 26, 2008.
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Tangjiashan quake lake viewed from the air on May 26. 
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Faced with such a serious disaster, we

organizedthe rescuework at the fastestspeedin

Chinese history, and mobilized more-than-ever-

beforematerialandmanpowerfor therelief work.
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'I truly believe that the heroic Chinese people will not yield to any difficulty!' said Chinese President Hu Jintao to 

people in the quake-striken area.
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Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao took a minihelicopter to Yingxiu Town of Wenchuan County on the afternoon of

May 14, 2008, to inspect the disaster. Photo shows Wen, also a Member of the Standing Committee of the

Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, callsed on the injured children.
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The People's Liberation Army (PLA) was lifting the injured out from the rubble.
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Altogether, 84,017 people were rescuedfrom the rubble, 1.49 million

strandedpeoplewere rescued,and more than 4.3 million sick and wounded

peoplereceivedtimely treatmentïmore than 10,000 seriously injured were

quickly transferredto 375hospitalsin 20provincesandautonomousregions.

15.1 million people were evacuatedto receive the basic proper living

arrangements,and8.81million peopleweregivenrelief aid.
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On May 18, the professional search teams from various places continued searching for survivors in ruins in

Yingxiu Town, Wenchuan.
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Rescuers saved a three-year-old boy named Lang Zheng from the debris in Beichuan County on

May 13, 2008. The boy raised his uninjured arm weakly and saluted to the soldiers who saved his

life, expressing his thankfulness.
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On May 16, a PLA Air Force

Division was airdropping

materials to the quake-hit areas

in Sichuan. For several running

days, it had been airdropping and

sending drugs, food and tents on

a large scale to the disaster

areas in Sichuan.

A couple look at their

wedding photo after the

devastating earthquake.

Relief materials including foods

and tents were airdropped to

Qingchuan County from a high

altitude of 4,000 meters on May

24, 2008. Affected by the quake-

created lakes and severe

convective weather, several

townships or towns of Qingchuan

County still could not be reached.

The air-borne relief materials

become the only life channel to

these townships or towns.
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Victims were settled in temporary shelters.
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Survivors had been rescued and transferred to other provinces and cities
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We took effective measuresto ensurethat there were no major

epidemicsafter thedisaster,andworkedhardto guaranteepeoplein the

disaster-strickenareahavefood to eat, clothesto wear,cleanwater to

drink,a shelterto stay,anddoctorsto visit.

We workedhardto repairroadsaswell aspower,communications,

TV andbroadcasting,waterconservancy,waterandgassupplyfacilities.

Efforts were made to cope with lakes formed as the result of the

earthquake,and timely and accuratelymadepublic disastersituation,

andactivelyworkedfor fundsto bedisbursedandsupplied.



Wenchuan Earthquake: Restoration and Reconstruction

Relief materials transported from various areas in an endless stream piled up like a mountain at the temporary 

relief material distributing center in the suburb of Dujiangyan City.
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On May 15, officers and men with the

Armed Police Fire Brigade brought drinking

water to the earthquake victims in Beichuan.

On May 19, vehicles with CDMA satellite

mobile communication equipments passed

from night to morning from Wuhan to get to the

Yingxiu Town of Wenchuan County where the

communication had been interrupted from the

outside world for one week. At the very night,

the wireless mobile communication service was

resumed in the town.



Wenchuan Earthquake: Restoration and Reconstruction

In theprocessof doing earthquakerelief, theChinesepeopleandthe

Chinese Governmentshowed the indomitable national spirit and the

courageto overcomethegreatdisasterwith onemind. Unitedasone,they

bravelywon a majorvictory in quakerelief.
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The leadersof many foreign countries, governments,political Parties, social

organizationsandembassies,UN organizationsandinternationalagenciesin Chinaas

well as foreign and internationalfriendly personagesactively providedus with relief

materialsandrelief funds; theyalsosentrescueteamsandmedicalteamsto help with

therelief work, providinguswith valuablesupport.
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