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March meeting

Eating and Drinking in the
Song Dynasty (960-1279)

Dr. Rose Kerr

Friday, March 29, 5:30 p.m.

Rose Kerr is bringing to our March meeting another of her unique studies. This
time she is taking us to the city where she is an Honorary Citizen.  Jingdezhen is
also famous as 'The Porcelain City'.  Rose is taking us back in time to the earliest
history of Chinese ceramics in the Song Dynasty.  We will be surprised to learn
that a thousand years ago, amazing ceramics were being produced in the kilns of
Jingdezhen.  We may also be surprised that Song Dynasty Ceramics pre-date the
blue and white ware that we know well, which did not come into prominence until
the 14th century. 
Rose promises to show us lots of lovely porcelain vessels from ancient Jingdezhen,
as well as paintings, lacquer and silver from the Song period.  Possibly we will see
eating and drinking vessels like this wine container from that time. 

The meeting will be at the usual place, Hearing House, 354 Trafalgar Square (next to Synagogue Lane).  
A catered meal costs $12, paid at the meeting.  We start the meeting at 5:30, the meal arrives at 6p.m. 
and the guest speakers may begin after 6:45 p.m.  Visitors are welcome.
If you wish to have the catered meal it costs $12.  Pay cash at the meeting or by Internet banking to our 
new NZCFS Nelson account, 03-1354-0490726-00, use your name as reference, and contact Barbara 
Markland as below.

New Zealand China Friendship Society Inc. – Nelson Branch
President: Barbara Markland 

Phone: (03) 544 4712 email: erm@xtra.co.nz
Secretary: Christine Ward 

Phone: (03) 538 0344 email: christine@brainward.com

Website: www.nzchinasociety.org.nz

To arrange catering, please contact Barbara Markland
by Monday, March 25.

ph. (03)544 4712      text: 021 447 180      e-mail: erm@xtra.co.nz 
Please make sure she knows you are coming!



A.G.M. and Banquet
It was a full house at Eastern Cuisine in Richmond as 70 members
and friends gathered to celebrate Chinese New Year on Sunday
February 10.  As usual, the banquet is preceded by the Branch
AGM. 
Pam Frahm had prepared Year of The Pig place name cards (below)
and these were arranged around the tables to suit groups. 
Barbara Markland presented her President's Annual Report,
recounting the highlights of the year's meetings and extra
activities.  Treasurer Royden Smith's Annual Financial Report
showed, once again, the healthy state of the branch finances.
Thanks were expressed to the three retiring committee members,
Jeanette Jones, Jifang Black, and Lori Brudvik Lindner, and also to
those others who have served on the 2018 Branch Executive.  The
election of officers followed (see below). 
We were entertained by some Chinese songs from Zhou Mengyun
(Joanna) and Biyao Chen (Joyce).  MLA Joyce is working in the
Nayland College Language Hub for the year, replacing Wang Ling
Ling. 
Jane Lister presented the story of the Year of the Pig, while checking also on those present who would 
admit to being born in a pig year.  Were there 6 or 7 of these in the gathering? 
At 7 pm some visitors arrived, including a group of teachers from Jingdezhen who are training at NMIT,
and Richard and Jane Kempthorne, taking a break from civil emergency duties. 
The delicious banquet was served to 7 round tables, with pork dim sum and BBQ pork entrée, and a hot 
and sour soup, followed by a range of duck, chicken, beef, pork, and rice dishes.  There was plenty of 
appreciative noises from the happy diners and there was, as usual, more than enough food. 
Throughout the evening extra excitement was generated with a multi-draw raffle with Chinese 
treasures chosen by the lucky winners each time. This raised $258 for branch project funds. 

Election of Officers:
President: Barbara Markland
Vice-President: Bill Findlater
IPP: Ferry Van Mansun
Secretary: Christine Ward
Treasurer: Royden Smith
Committee: Nigel Hucklesby, Ian Lister, Jane Lister, Susie Su,
Bruce Ward, Sally Warren 
Ethan Xu was later co-opted to the committee.

Poon Fah Joss House in Lawrence
A recent Dunedin Branch newsletter invites people to Lawrence to celebrate the Joss House which has 
been restored at the Lawrence Chinese Camp.  Built by the miners in 1869, the building was saved from 
likely demolition in 1947 and moved from the camp to Lawrence where it served as a family bach.  The 
Chinese Camp Trust purchased it and moved it back to the camp in 2017.  At the camp it had the 
function of meeting room, hospice for dying men, and contained an altar for the worship of departed 
souls.  It is this altar which gives the name 'joss', referring to a Chinese religious statue or idol, coming 
from old Portugese deos meaning 'god'.
The Otago Daily Times has an interview with Dr. James Ng who has been closely involved with the 
Lawrence Chinese Camp at https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/key-role-restoring-camp.

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/key-role-restoring-camp


Student exchange
Plans are almost finalised for the visit of the group arriving March 13 from Yangjiang. It should be a 
memorable experience for the visitors, and also for the local students who are involved.
Concert - You are all welcome to come to the concert – Nelson College for Girls, 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 
19.  Gold coin donation, please.
As well as an audience we need help:

To prepare the hall at at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday.
A ‘clean-up crew’ to help after the concert.

Would you please let Barbara Markland know if you are able to help – by email to erm@xtra.co.nz or 
phone to 021 447 180, or 544 4712.
First Aid Certificate – If anyone has a current first aid certificate, and is able to attend the concert would 
you please let Barbara Markland know -  email to erm@xtra.co.nz or phone to 021 447 180, or 544 4712
Farewell Barbeque – Thursday March 21, 5:30p.m. for 6 o'clock eating.  We hope to have this at Rabbit 
Island but it is possible this will be closed and the venue will change to Tahunanui.  Please let Barbara 
Markland know if you intend coming so she can advise if it is not to be at Rabbit Island.  Meat and 
salads will be provided but a dessert to share would be welcome.

From Nelson Executive
• Sister Cities - The plan to host a young basketballer from Huangshi this winter has had to be 

abandoned.  Progress on naming Appo Hocton Steps is continuing slowly.
• NZCFS AGM and National Conference – This will be in Wellington from May 24 – 26.  The theme 

is 'Where to from here?'.  President Barbara, Secretary Christine, Jane Lister, and Ian Lister will 
be attending.  Ian is being nominated as National Treasurer, and Christine is being nominated to
a position on National Executive.

• Yangjiang Student Exchange – Arrangements for this are well in hand.  Free ferry to Abel 
Tasman N.P. is much appreciated.  Thanks given to organising group.

• Confucius Institute – There may not be enough classes taking Mandarin for Nelson to keep 3 
MLAs.  The Administrator from Canterbury has paid a visit to NMIT and our MLAs.

Chinese culture comics
The cartoon here is one of a series created by Siyu
who publishes comics every week as a way to 
share and explore Chinese culture through the 
details of everyday life.  Siyu was born in China 
and has lived and worked in U.S.A., U.K., and 
mainland Europe, so has a good background from 
which to contrast Chinese and Western cultures.
All of the comics are published at 
http://www.tinychineseeyes.com/
There are two series on comparison of cultures 
which can be found at a site called 
boredpanda.com.  Both have comments from the 

artist (as well as the pictures).
https://www.boredpanda.com/comics-chinese-western-culture-comparison-tinyeyescomics/
https://www.boredpanda.com/comics-chinese-western-culture-comparison-part-2-tinyeyescomics/

https://www.boredpanda.com/comics-chinese-western-culture-comparison-part-2-tinyeyescomics/
https://www.boredpanda.com/comics-chinese-western-culture-comparison-tinyeyescomics/
http://www.tinychineseeyes.com/
mailto:erm@xtra.co.nz
mailto:erm@xtra.co.nz


Medical Ships in Pacific
(This was written late 2018, and found in a newsletter on the Australia China Friendship Society web-site. It
was originally produced by RadioNZ Pacific News)
Whether it is an instrument of soft power aiming to make inroads of influence in Pacific nations or an 
humanitarian mission, medical ships are a welcome sight to all those who may benefit from their 
services.  China's 10,000 tonne medical ship Daishan Dao, the Peace Ark, has recently visited the 
Pacific, stopping at Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, Fiji and Tonga.  The Peace Ark spokesman said it has 
so far provided free medical treatment to more than 4,000 people in PNG's capital Port Moresby, 4,500 
people in Vanuatu, 6,000 in Fiji and more than 5,500 patients in Tonga.
According to Chinese state media, the ship has 300 beds, eight operating theatres, and can conduct 60 
surgeries in a day.  It is the second visit by Peace Ark since 2014.
In smaller nations with strained health care systems, that is a significant figure and any help is welcome
if it alleviates the pressure on their limited health system.  Both the tempo and scale of these 
humanitarian missions are increasing as strategic competition heats up in the Pacific.
China is not the only nation using its navy as a public diplomacy tool.  Last week the Indian frigate INS 
Sahyadri stopped off in Fiji's capital Suva, offering free medical screenings to hundreds of people in a 
public park.  A U.S. Medical ship also visited the Pacific this year.

Subscriptions are due
They can be paid at the next meeting or use the subscription form here with instructions for payments 
by internet banking and post.


