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Prominent Persons and
Leaders Tour Report

Philippa Wells

Friday, April 26, 5:30 p.m.

Pip is an educator, currently Principal of Nelson Central School, and has held a range of roles in 
education.  Nelson Central School offers education in both English and Maori and is supportive of 
Mandarin Language, offering classes with a Confucius Institute Mandarin Language Assistant. 
This PP&L tour went to the Eighth Friendship Forum held in Haikou, Hainan Island, followed with a 
short study tour to Sanya in the south of the island.  Hainan Island is a tourist destination, with Sanya 
noted for its tropical climate.

The meeting will be at the usual place, Hearing House, 354 Trafalgar Square (next to Synagogue Lane).  
We start the meeting at 5:30, the meal arrives at 6p.m. and the guest speakers may begin after 6:45 p.m.  
Visitors are welcome.
If you wish to have the catered meal it costs $12.  Pay cash at the meeting or by Internet banking to our 
new NZCFS Nelson account, 03-1354-0490726-00, use your name as reference, and contact Barbara 
Markland as below.

New Zealand China Friendship Society Inc. – Nelson Branch
President: Barbara Markland 

Phone: (03) 544 4712 email: erm@xtra.co.nz
Secretary: Christine Ward 

Phone: (03) 538 0344 email: christine@brainward.com

Website: www.nzchinasociety.org.nz

To arrange catering, please contact Barbara Markland
by Monday, April 22.

ph. (03)544 4712      text: 021 447 180      e-mail: erm@xtra.co.nz 
Please make sure she knows you are coming!



Yangjiang Student Exchange
The youth exchange from the Guangdong Liangyang Senior High School in Nelson's sister-city, 
Yangjiang, was a great success, meeting all our aims.  The Branch Executive would like to extend thanks
to branch members for supporting the project, and particular thanks to Ian and Jane Lister and to 
Barbara and Roy Markland for their work in planning and running the exchange.
The group of 2 teachers and 8 students arrived in Nelson March 13 and departed March 22; all the 
visitors were home-hosted for this time.  This was a reciprocal visit after Nelson students visited 
Liangyang Senior High School in April, 2018.

Activities over the 10 days included a welcome dinner hosted by 
Jane and Ian Lister, a powhiri at Whakatu Marae with a brief 
waka experience at the marina, an overnight leadership camp at 
Marahau, Aquataxi trip to Torrent Bay and a walk in Abel 
Tasman National Park, finishing on their last evening with a 
barbecue at Rabbit
Island.  Nelson College
for Girls was the venue
for a concert where the
Music teacher and a

student provided first-class technical assistance for the
performances from visitors and local youth, with most colleges
providing items.  
The visitors were also able to experience Nelson Cathedral and
CBD, Queen's Gardens and Huangshi Chinese Garden, Suter
Gallery, Saturday Market, Natureland, WOW, Pic's Peanut Butter World, Seifried Winery, Lake Rotoiti, 
Kaiteriteri, Mapua, and fish and chips.  
All this was in addition to spending a morning at each of the local colleges, which were enthusiastic in 
their support.  The visiting students spent one morning in classes with their home-stay host, and the 
group as a whole then spent a morning at each college which arranged specially prepared programmes.

The involvement of local youth was considerable 
and very pleasing.  As well as the home-stay hosts 
there were school hosts at every college, and NCC 
Youth Councillors participated in several activities, 
including the Whenua Iti Leadership overnight 
camp at Marahau.  Senior students  at Nayland 
College spent time with the visitors, and Waimea 
students joined in a morning tea picnic.  Garin 
students joined with the visitors to make music.  At
Lake Rotoiti School there was a great deal of 
interaction between visitors and pupils with games,
martial arts and music.
The exchange had support from the Nelson City 
Council with Mayor Rachel Reese making time to 
meet the visitors and exchange gifts at Nayland 

College, and Deputy Mayor Paul Matheson participating in the powhiri at the marae.  Other important 
support came from the Alborn family who donated the Aquataxi trip into the Abel Tasman Park, and 
the Markland family giving the use of a van.  Nigel Hucklesby sketched the scene at the final barbecue 
and created cards which were given to the visitors at the airport as they departed.

From other branches
Christchurch branch have had a stall at the Christchurch Lantern Festival for the second time.  This 
time they found no site set aside when the team arrived to set up!  Once set up, they had a busy time.  
One member spent some time teaching the many visitors how to use chopsticks and the Chinese names
for colours.  



March meeting
There was a full house of members and friends on March 29 for Dr Rose Kerr’s presentation “Eating and
Drinking during the Song Dynasty (960-1279)”.  Rose and Steve were about to return to the UK after 
being in Nelson since late November.  We were lucky, once again, that their schedule allowed for them 
to be at our March meeting.
Rose led us through the history of Northern Song with capital Kai-Feng (960-1126) and Southern Song 
with capital Hangzhou (1127-1279) as they related to other events and dynasties.  Her slides of maps, 
tomb drawings, tapestries, paintings and ceramics and other vessels gave us a great insight into the 
culture of the ruling classes of the period.  It was, however,
Rose’s accompanying stories that gave us even more intimate
understanding of those ancient times.  We were reminded that
‘we Brits were living in wooden shacks, eating and drinking
out of wooden bowls’ while a sophisticated gentry in
Huangzhou were using fine china, silver, gold, jade, fine
lacquer, and living in two-storey houses in well set-out cities.
The Imperial Way leading to the Emperor’s Palace was 55
metres wide and lined with shops selling food, wine, tea, fine
fabrics, as well as silverware, ceramics, shell-ware and jade.
People led pleasurable lives with celebrations for all sorts of
reasons like the first flowers of spring, the tidal bore on the
river, honouring ancestors. Rose draws on three diaries or
memoirs written by young men who related food recipes, their
day-to-day exploits, and aspects of life as they knew it.  They
talked of the drinking culture; water was unsafe so it was tea
or rice wine which was served warm from a ewer in a bowl of
warm water.  There were stories of a hundred room restaurant
where food was served on solid silver platters as well as many other stories of extravagance.  Literature,
poetry, art, music, and elegant manners were all important in this sophisticated society of 10 centuries 
ago.
Rose noted that many Chinese traditions such as tea drinking, the seasonal celebrations, using small 
delicate bowls for eating and drinking, the use of chopsticks, culinary practices and recipes that were 
developed in the Song Dynasty have survived the centuries in China.  Rose Kerr’s extensive studies 
have given her such an intimate connection with the history of this era that, at times, it seemed like she
had lived there.  During the question time she responded with in-depth answers that showed she was 
steeped in her story and could extend explanations at will.  
Rose will return next summer and we look forward to hearing more from her endless supply of 
fascinating topics from Chinese Art History.

Thousands of kilns in the areas around Kaifeng and 
Huangzhou in the Song period produced fine ceramics 
like these for eating and drinking.  Often these treasures 
were buried in their owner's tombs. Now the ceramics 
industry is concentrated around Jingdezhen, the city 
where Dr Rose Kerr  is an honorary citizen.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



From Nelson Executive - March
• Feedback from the Liangyang student exchange with President Barbara writing letters of thanks 

and the final bills being paid by Treasurer Royden.  Congratulations extended to the working 
group (Listers and Marklands) for their highly successful programme which came in under 
budget. 

• Arrangements for National Conference and AGM in Wellington May 24-26:  Jane Lister and 
Barbara Markland will be our delegates and Ian Lister (National Treasurer) and Christine Ward 
(Deng Fund Chair) will also represent Nelson.

• We are asking Nelson Airport to reinstate Mandarin signage which used to be in the previous 
terminal building to assist tourists and our visiting delegations.

• May meeting:  Speaker will be Bill Findlater talking about Chinese Business Culture and how 
important it is for New Zealanders to understand it. 

• June meeting:  George Andrews, long-time Northern Vice President, will come from Auckland to 
show-and-tell about his film work on the DNA connections between Maori, Pacific Islands and 
Taiwan.

• Expressions of interest wanted for proposed visit to Huangshi and other areas of China.

Proposed tour to Huangshi and beyond
It is proposed that there be a Nelson tour to Huangshi and other areas in China for May 2020.  Already 
a number have expressed interest in such a tour, but further expressions of interest are sought before 
any firm planning is undertaken.  Being involved at an early stage will give an opportunity to influence 
the details of the itinerary, which has, at present, only 'visit Huangshi'.  This is a Nelson initiative; there 
has been no friendship visit to the sister city for some time.
If you are interested in this possibility, please contact Barbara Markland (erm@xtra.co.nz).

Poverty alleviation in China
NZ China Friendship Society has a number of projects in various parts of China aimed at helping 
people improve their economic status.  China's President Xi Jinping announced during the 2015 Global 
Poverty Reduction and Development Forum opening presentation that he vows to eradicate poverty in 
China by 2020, and has vowed billions of dollars for poverty eradication.  Over the past 15 or more 
years, China has lifted more than 600 million people out of poverty, has transformed China into a land 
of high-speed trains, billionaires and skyscrapers, but there is still much to be done for the poorest in 
the forgotten rural villages and in the bustling cities.
In 2017 the New York Times ran an article 'Xi Jinping Vows No Poverty in China by 2020. That Could Be 
Hard.' which looked at the situation faced by villagers in one remote village.  The article points out that 
the rural poverty numbers (estimated 43 million) includes many who are not just impoverished but also 
disabled and without any support.  Emphasis on rural poverty is also ignoring those who have migrated
to the cities and live in poverty there, and that may be 200 million.
This year the Hong Kong newspaper South China Morning Post had an article 'Meet the Chinese 
villagers who fear they can never escape the poverty trap' focussing on a village about 2 hours drive from 
Beijing, where many residents believe they will die poor and ‘can’t even dream’ that things will change.
Here villagers are borrowing to send children to university hoping that will be a way out of the 
situation, because the government campaign appears not to be reaching them.  This is a follow-up to an 
article the paper printed on this village a year before.

Subscriptions are now due
They can be paid at the next meeting or direct to NBS account 03-1354-0490726-00.  Subscriptions are
    Student - $5,    Single - $15,    Family - $25    School - $25,    Corporate - $30
If paying direct to our account, please e-mail Royden Smith (royden@shangrila.net.nz) to give your 
details and inform him so that your payment can be identified.
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