
No. 7 – August 2019
August meeting

The story of Kathleen Hall
and the 

He Ming Qing Scholarships
Friday, August 30, 5:30 p.m.

For many years members of Nelson Branch have been donating
to the He Ming Qing Scholarship Fund.  The tin at the door at 
our meetings, and other functions and our 'banquet raffles' have
boosted our contributions to the fund which is held and 
dispersed by a committee of the NZCFS National Executive.  
The funding is used to sponsor the university training of nurses
from rural areas who will return to their home counties for 
assisting in medical practice there. 
These scholarships are awarded in memory of the work of 
Kathleen Hall (Chinese name He Ming Qing), a nurse from 
Napier, who went to North China in 1923 to work as a 
missionary nurse.  She set up a cottage hospital in 
Songjiazhuang, Hubei Province, and was in that area in 1938 
when it became the no-man's land between the Chinese Eighth 
Army and the invading Japanese. 

The story of her courageous service in keeping up the flow of medical supplies under fire has made her 
name famous in both China and New Zealand. 
Come to hear more of this amazing story at our meeting on August 30 (fifth Friday this month) with the
chance to win some prizes so bring an extra dollar or two. 

The meeting will be at the usual place, Hearing House, 354 Trafalgar Square (next to Synagogue Lane).  
We start the meeting at 5:30, the meal arrives at 6 p.m. and the guest speakers may begin after 6:45 p.m. 
Visitors are welcome.
If you wish to have the catered meal it costs $15.  Pay cash at the meeting or by Internet banking to our 
new NZCFS Nelson account, 03-1354-0490726-00, use your name as reference, and contact Bruce Ward 
as below.  Barbara is away, so Bruce is the contact for catering.

New Zealand China Friendship Society Inc. – Nelson Branch
President: Barbara Markland 

Phone: (03) 544 4712 email: erm@xtra.co.nz
Secretary: Christine Ward 

Phone: (03) 538 0344 email: christine@brainward.com

Website: www.nzchinasociety.org.nz

To arrange catering, please contact Bruce Ward
by Monday, August 26.

ph. (03) 538 0344      text: 021 024 19734      e-mail: bmward@orcon.net.nz
Please make sure he knows you are coming!



My story – China and New Zealand
Chen Biyao (Joyce Chen) is the MLA who has been in Nelson since the
start of the school year.  She is working with the Nayland Hub of
schools.
Her home is in Hunan Province in south-central China, and her
university is the Huazhong University in Wuhan, which is in Hubei
Province to the north of Hunan. 
Joyce will speak to us before our meal and tell us about her hometown
and her impressions of New Zealand.

July meeting – George Andrews
In keeping with our recent practice we had stories before and after the meal which arrived from 
'Golden Bell' about 6.10 p.m. 
George Andrews, formerly Northern Vice President of NZCFS, spoke of his life as a film-maker and his 
special connections with Nelson and with China, and especially his work on documentaries for TV3 
and Maori Television. 
George met his wife Anne in London, but she was born in Takaka and members of her family still live 
here.  George and his family spent many summer holidays in Nelson.  Sadly, Anne died two years ago 
and this was George's first visit here since then.  As he stayed on in Nelson for the weekend, he was 
pleased to be able to visit the places that had been important to him in the past. 
We saw clips from his films before our meal; significantly a short George Andrews biographical clip, 
and one of Billy T James re-enacting his visit to hospital for his kidney transplant.  This was full of Billy
T's usual humour and his unique use of language. 
After dinner we were treated to one part of a series made for Maori TV called 'Made in Taiwan'.  This 
series followed Oscar Kightley and Nathan Rarere from their birthplaces in Samoa and NZ's East Coast, 
as they traced stories related to their DNA records.  In one of their adventures, they travelled to the east
coast of Taiwan where there were some links to their DNA.  The episode we saw showed the pair 
meeting up with people with tattoos and doing haka-type dances.  The film did not claim that Maori all 
came from Taiwan.  There are DNA links with many parts of China, and also further south in the region
of Vanuatu, indicating migrations across the Pacific Islands towards the east and south from 10,000 
years ago.  One outcome of DNA testing is that there are complicated connections between Maori and 
the Asian continent and that these could be more dominant than the South American links suggested 
by Thor Heyerdahl and his Kon Tiki experiment. 
The four episodes of the 'Made in Taiwan' series can be viewed by going to: 
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/made-in-taiwan-2006. 
There is also an article from 'The Listener', at the time of the series, which mentioned that some 
indigenous peoples had difficulty with the use of DNA to trace origins.  This article can be found at 
https://www.noted.co.nz/archive/archive-listener-nz-2006/worlds-apart.

More Chinese culture comics
Another selection of the comics from Siyu who has family in
China and has become familiar with U.K., France, and U.S.A.
Her comics can be found at https://www.boredpanda.com/
(search for 'tinyeyes'), or at her own blog 
https://www.tinychineseeyes.com/.
In both cases there is commentary explaining the reason for
each drawing.  The one here came after she had taken her
Chinese parents to a restaurant in France, and they had no
idea of what to order.

https://www.tinychineseeyes.com/
https://www.boredpanda.com/
https://www.noted.co.nz/archive/archive-listener-nz-2006/worlds-apart
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/made-in-taiwan-2006


Report to South Island Vice-President, August 2019
This is the report sent to our South Island Vice-President for information before a recent National 
Executive meeting.

Nelson Branch continues to have well-attended meetings each month. We are now following 
Christchurch's example and having speakers before and after dinner rather than a lengthy business 
meeting. George Andrews was our guest in July and his presentation was greatly enjoyed. 
Mandarin Corner: Thanks to Jane Lister's initiative and enthusiasm, a group of 10-12 is meeting 
weekly at NMIT for conversation in Mandarin.
China Week 2019, November 13-16 : This is a Nelson City Council initiative and the branch is again 
organising an Art Exhibition/competition to be held at the Trafalgar Centre. Notices have already been 
sent out to art groups and 40 artists have expressed interest. They have been invited to submit 4 entries
each but a selection process may be necessary. Entries close October 1. 
A display featuring Appo Hocton, the first naturalised Chinese New Zealander, is being prepared with 
help from the Nelson Provincial Museum and Hocton descendants.
Contact has been made with the Huangshi Municipal Government in one of Nelson's sister cities 
inviting 1 or 2 performers to come to Nelson for China Week, subsidised by the branch.
Student Exchange: Planning is underway for 8 students with 2 adult chaperones to go to Guangdong 
Liangyang Senior High School in Yangjiang, Nelson's second sister city in China, in April 2020. 
Information and application forms have been sent to all Nelson colleges a well as Nelson City Council 
Youth Councillors. It is expected there will be a greater number of applicants this time following the 
successful visit of students from Yangjiang earlier this year.
After our August branch executive meeting there was informal discussion about the National 
President's article on the website regarding his recent trip to China. There was concern expressed that 
our non-political status may be in jeopardy.
Barbara Markland
Nelson Branch President

From Nelson Executive – August
Discussions and resolutions related to the following:

• Thanks were expressed to
◦ Jifang and John Black for hosting a dinner for George Andrews
◦ Christine and Bruce Ward for hosting George Andrews
◦ Rosalina McCarthy for the photographic record of the opening of the Huangshi Chinese 

Garden
• China Week exhibition 

◦ 40 artists have expressed interest in participating
◦ Sally Barron is willing to assist in judging
◦ Allocation of prizes for exhibition – the branch is making $500 available and it is expected 

that NCC will match this
◦ Concert arrangements are in progress.  MLAs will participate, Christchurch Dragon Dance 

troupe are expected, performer from Huangshi may come
◦ Appo Hocton exhibition at Museum is being discussed

• Yangjiang exchange
◦ A competent person has applied to assist Jane Lister with leadership
◦ Application will be made to Deng Fund if applications are opened

• Barbara Markland will be away until mid-October
• The October branch meeting is to be moved to November 1 to avoid clashing with Labour 

Weekend



80th Anniversary Of Foundation Of Gung Ho
Delegates from all over China attended the 80th anniversary of the foundation of Gung Ho in Beijing 
on 6 July 2019, with guest speakers NZ Ambassador Claire Fearnley and Youxie VP Xie Yuan, and a
speech read on behalf of Madam Li Xiaolin.
In recent years, Gung Ho has established work stations in the North-centre, South-east, South-west and
North-west, where NZCFS President Dave Bromwich is most closely associated. Each work station now
has its own expanding activity. For example, the South east station has an office just opened in 
Nanchang, Jiangxi province. In the North-west, centres include Shandan, Lanzhou, Baoji and Xi’an.
A special encounter was to meet Madam Tan, previous Consul General in Christchurch, and Jayson 
Zhang.  Isobel Crook, at 103 years of age, attended half way through the morning, as well as a number 
of Bailie old boys. People some of us may know were Michael Crook, Wang Zigang from Zhangye, Li 
Jianping and Liu Guozhong. Overall a meeting of great remembrance and friendship, with an air of 
optimism. There was a healthy number of young people also there, attracted by the principles of work 
hard and work together (for the betterment of society).

Elspeth Sandys Talk
A number of members recently attended a talk by Elspeth Sandys, the author of
the newly published book 'A Communist in the Family: Searching for Rewi Alley'.
Elspeth's mother was a cousin and supporter of Rewi and Elspeth was aware of
him from an early age.  
Elspeth travelled to China with other family members to mark the ninetieth
anniversary of Rewi's arrival in Shanghai in 1927, and the book is a combination of
travel journal and biography illuminating his life, times, and achievements.
The book is available from both Volume and Page & Blackmore.

News from other branches
New branch?  The Society web-site is showing an indication that there may soon be an Ashburton 
branch.  After the recent closing of the Dunedin branch, this would bring the number of South Island 
branches back to three.
A number of members of the Hamilton Branch have enjoyed a tour through the Zealong Tea Estate 
which is on the outskirts of Hamilton City.
Christchurch branch reports on Kumara Chinese Miners Memorial Reserve progress - Most activity has 
been in local fund-raising efforts which had raised about $21,500.  A further $3,900 was allocated to this
project from the local Township Development Fund for Kumara, bringing the total funds raised in 6 
months to $25,400 which is a great effort for our small community.  While there has been no work at 
the site for a while, the good news is our local engineer has the engineering plans underway.  Once 
ready, we will be focusing on the stream bed, pond, board-walk, international sculpture and Liangting 
structure.
Wellington branch had Nigel Murphy speak on the History of the New Zealand China Friendship 
Society (NZCFS).  Nigel has studied Chinese New Zealand history for around 40 years and has visited 
China on a number of occasions.  He worked at the Alexander Turnbull Library for some 25 years and 
at the Waitangi Tribunal as a report writer.  His MA thesis was on how New Zealand’s national identity
played a key role in its attitude to Chinese people, both in New Zealand and in China itself.  He has 
lectured and published on a wide range of aspects of the Chinese New Zealand experience.
Nigel talked about the foundation of the Society and its links to Rewi Alley, and the changing dynamics 
of the Society, touching on the events occurring in China and New Zealand.  These points made for an 
interesting and insightful presentation.  One event he talked about was the gifting of a kahu huruhuru 
(Māori cloak) gifted to Chinese leader Mao Zedong in 1957.


