
 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

           

Next Meeting   

7:30pm 

Thursday February 27th 

In the ETC (English Teaching College), 1st Floor, BNZ House,  

140 the Square, Palmerston North.  

 

Developing a Chinese Garden 

In Palmerston North 

 

The Manawatu Chinese Association and the NZ/China Friendship Society 

have for many years promoted the idea of creating a Chinese garden in the 

city where members of the public could stop and enjoy a time of quiet 

reflection and adsorb the basic elements of nature.  

This project now has the support of the PNCC and the meeting will provide a 

chance for us to consider a proposal put forward by the MCA in April last 

year. 

The following questions will be addressed:- 

What are the elements of a Chinese Garden? 

Why have a garden in Palmerston North 

Are there Chinese Gardens in other NZ cities? 

How far off are we from having one of our own ? 

 

 

 

 

         Manawatu Branch 

      

Exploring China. 

A Guided Tour of the  

North East  

&  North Korea 

September 2020 

 

This amazing tour includes a   

Unesco volcanic geopark, 

wetlands bird sanctuary, 

Siberian Tigers. International 

influences – Russian, the Qing 

dynasty Manchu origins, the Pu 

Yi puppet Manchuguo 

headquarters, Japanese 

conquest, and a four day 

excursion into North Korea right 

down to the demilitarised zone 

separating North from South 

Korea. 

For more information visit:.-  

http://tours.nzchinasociety.org.n

z/tours/north-east-tour-and-

north-korea/ 

 

 

 

        New Zealand China  

         Friendship Society 

 

            February Newsletter 2020 

 

http://tours.nzchinasociety.org.nz/tours/north-east-tour-and-north-korea/
http://tours.nzchinasociety.org.nz/tours/north-east-tour-and-north-korea/
http://tours.nzchinasociety.org.nz/tours/north-east-tour-and-north-korea/


 

 

      Hawkes Bay acupuncturist Heiko Lade, who is the current NZCFS vice 
president for the southern North Island, gave us an excellent talk titled “ An 
Introduction to Understanding Chinese Acupunture”. Heiko is a widely 
experienced and knowledgeable practioner of Traditional Chinese Medicine 
and covered the history and origin of acupuncture which dates back almost 
4000 years and became very popular throughout China during the Ming 
dynasty 700 years ago. Although it has many uses acupuncture is particularly 
effective in the treatment of chronic musculo-skeletal disorders and is now a 
widely accepted therapy in most western countries. The use of disposable 
needles prevents the possibility of transmission of any infections and unlike 
many other treatments there are almost no side effects. 

 

 

Many of those travelling to and from China at present are concerned about the possibility of contracting covid 
19 corona virus infection. Restrictions on travel placed by the NZ and Australian governments are very 
disruptive and will have a disastrous effect on Chinese students coming to study at local institutes such as 
Massey University. 

Both the World Health Organisation and the Chinese ambassador have warned our governments about over 
reacting to the situation and there is no doubt that some degree of hysteria has occurred in many countries 
resulting in panic buying, the unnecessary cancellation of events and a trade and tourist down turn. A lot of 
this is fuelled by social media and those wishing to make money from the epidemic but some seems to be a 
form of sino-phobia which is beginning to rear its head in NZ once again. 

Although the covid19 virus has a much lower mortality rate than both SARS and MERS there are two factors 
that have made it difficult to control. The first is the long incubation period of more than 14 days during which 
time people may become infectious without showing symptoms. The second is that in more than 80% of 
cases, those infected show only a mild illness that may remain undetected. These factors no doubt 
contributed to difficulties in the initial response to the epidemic by Hubei authorities, but since then Chinese 
National health authorities have acted decisively and succeeded in confining the disease largely to Hubei with 
only a handful of deaths so far outside the mainland.  

Like SARS, bats have been identified as the natural reservoir host of covid 19 
and transmission to humans is likely to have occurred via infection of other 
wild animals such as those still found in many Chinese meat markets. 
Although China has introduced a temporary ban on wildlife markets there 
are increasing calls to make this ban permanent. Such a move should be 
applauded as it would not only benefit human health but also help protect 
some of the rare and endangered species that may be traded. 

 

Maurice Alley 
February 20th 2020 

At our Last  Meeting 

Keeping Calm about Corona 


