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October NEWSLETTER 2010   Please forward this newsletter to 

anyone who may be interested. Our meetings are for everyone. 
 

NEXT MEETING:  7.30pm on Friday 5 November. Please note 

this meeting will be in the East Room of St Columba’s Hall, Te 
Mata Road, Havelock North (opposite the library).  

 

Mal McLennan is the Manager  

of Maimai Creek Wines,  

 
who make a range of white and red wines from three vineyards in 

Hawke’s Bay, with Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, and Gewurztraminer 
being grown in the cooler area of Meeanee, and Chardonnay, Malbec, 

Merlot, and Syrah from the hotter regions surrounding Hastings. 

 
Mal has been to China three times selling wines in Dalian, Shenzhen, 

Taiwan and Shanghai, and has been to Beijing, Shanghai, Ji Nan, 
Shenzhen and Guiyang 

 
Industry politics has been an interest of Mal’s since entering the 

industry and he has 12 years experience on the Hawkes Bay Grape 
Growers Association, 2 Years as President and has spent 6 years on 

the board of the National Body of the New Zealand Wine Growers. 
Mal chairs the Sustainable Wine Growing action group that provides 

policy and direction for the industries national program. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates for Branch Monthly Meetings for 2010:   
December 3  -  Keep this Friday night free as we are going to meet 
together for a meal focusing on typical Guilin dishes.    

 

http://www.nzchinasociety.org.nz/
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NZCFS - Tours to China2011 
 

Discover China - Beijing, Taiyuan, Pingyao, Zhengzhou, Fengdeng, 

Luoyang, Huashan, Xian, Shanghai 
 

18 day fully escorted tour 

Travel 13-30 April 2011 
$6399 from Auckland or Christchurch 

Per person share twin 

 
NZCFS tours are unique as we introduce the China we know – the 
food, the friendly people and an old culture. The Discover China 

tour crosses the north from Beijing to Xian and finishes in Shanghai.  

For more information contact Andrew Kemp on 03 687 9900 or email: 
andrewk@hot.co.nz 

 

 

 

Visit the Pagoda Forest and Shaolin 

Temple in Fengdeng.  

 

 

 

Also in Fengdeng is the Zen Music Shaolin Grand Ceremony. The 

music of Zen is performed in a valley on Song Mountain and the melody 
combines with various sounds from nature, such as the sound of water, 
wind, forest and insects, to form a fabulous harmony of Zen. 

The performance is a visual and aural feast which includes music, light, 
dance, kungfu. What is more attractive is that the performance is held on 
the site that is the origin of Zen and kungfu, therefore, each artistic 

element owns its particular annotation of 
background and becomes unique. 

Huashan is one of the five sacred mountains in 

China. From a distance the five peaks seem to 
form the shape of a 'flower' (hua in Chinese), 
hence the name 'Huashan'. It is famous for its 

natural vistas of steep and narrow paths, 
precipitous crags, and a high mountain range. It 

is home to several influential Taoist temples 
where emperors of past dynasties made 
pilgrimages, making Mt. Huashan the holy land 

of Taoism.  
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LAST MEETING: 1st October National Day Banquet at the Singapore 
Restaurant, Napier was enjoyed by everyone.  

 

 
 

 

Tapu Misa: China working hard at gentle giant image 
 

Tapu was one of the delegates on the recent Prominent Persons’ Tour attending 

the 2010 Sister Cities’ Forum in Shanghai, and the Friendship Forum in Nanchang, 

Jiangxi Province. She is a journalist writing for the NZ Herald and this article was 

published on 27th September  

 

Tapu Misa writes that those in the West who are uneasy at China's growth 

can be reassured by the scale of the challenges it faces. 

 

‘Harmony and world peace: it sounded like something a Miss Universe beauty 

contestant would say. But in China, these words were uttered time and again by 

central and provincial government officials, with evident sincerity. True, we were 

there, a group of us, with the intention of making friends, so it was to be expected 

that friendly feelings would abound. Under the auspices of the New Zealand-China 

Friendship Society, and hosted by the influential Chinese People's Association for 

Friendship with Foreign Countries, we embraced as much local culture and as 

many Chinese as our schedule would allow. 

 

Still, it was surprising to find how assiduously China works on its friendships. 

"You can call me Jennifer," one woman enthused to an audience of nearly 90. "I 

want to be your friend!" It was the same on the streets, where we were constantly 

assailed by bright (and it seemed, uniformly happy) children eager to practise the 

English they have to study from primary-school age. "Hello! ... Nice to meet you!" 

Even former US President Jimmy Carter got in on the act, telling us in Shanghai 

that since 1978, when Deng Xiaoping led China into an era of ‘Reform and 

Opening Up’, the Republic had reached out to the world and become "one of the 

most dynamic and friendly nations on earth". 

 

Xue Bing, a Ministry of Foreign Affairs official, assured us that China's activities 

around the world are aimed not just at furthering its own development but "a 

harmonious world of lasting peace and common prosperity". Not world 

domination, then, as seems to be widely suspected in the West. A poll by 

Australia's Lowy Institute this year found, perhaps not unsurprisingly, that while 

more than two-thirds of Australians thought China's growth had been good for 

Australia, almost as many thought China's aim was to dominate Asia, and nearly 

half thought China would attack Australia in the next 20 years. Jimmy Carter's 

dubbing of Shanghai as "a city too busy to hate" (borrowed from Atlanta, Georgia) 

may be the best reassurance. As Mr Xue pointed out, China faces difficulties and 

challenges the scale and cost of which are hard for the rest of us to imagine: 

around 150 million of its people still live in poverty; and 20 million jobs need to be 

created every year. That makes our problems here in New Zealand seem tiny by 

comparison. 
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China's human rights record doesn't inspire confidence, but the China we see is 

infinitely more complex. It is a study in contrasts; the second biggest economy in 

the world, yet still a developing nation, it is both technologically advanced and 

backward, with more than half its population still living in poor rural areas. The 

World Bank describes China's record on poverty as "enviable"; between 1981 and 

2005, it moved 600 million out of poverty, no mean feat. 

 

China is now in the midst of an ambitious programme to urbanise the equivalent 

of the population of the US in the space of 15 years. The cities offer jobs, and a 

better standard of living. Hence the literal translation of the theme of the world 

expo in Shanghai, "better life in the city". The challenge for China is to balance its 

urban drive and continuing GDP growth with its efforts to become progressively 

greener. It seems to be winning that race too. While the US dithers and argues 

over the strength of the scientific case for climate change, China's clean energy 

sector is booming, aided (unfairly, some say) by aggressive government policies 

and generous subsidies. The sector provides more than a million jobs. We could 

learn a lot from China's greening. 

 

Within China, it's often said that what is good for China is good for the world. 

Huo Jianguo, president of the Chinese Academy of International Trade and 

Economic Co-operation, has argued in the Financial Times that China is currently 

providing stability to world markets as the largest holder of US government debt 

and US dollar-denominated reserves. "China-US relations changed when the world 

learnt that America's financial system would collapse unless the Government 

saved insolvent US-based global banks, insurance companies and carmakers. The 

bailout turned the US Government into the largest shareholder of formerly 

privately-owned companies, subsidising their commercial failure. "The US often 

pursues policies that are 'win-win' for itself alone. Its policy-makers would 

undermine China's vital national security and economic interests while seeking 

China's help in protecting America's vital interests. But the reality is that the 

policies America proposed are implementable and sustainable only if they are 

beneficial also for China." 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 
New views of Tibetan culture. David Templeman (ed.), 

paperback, 188pp, Monash Asia Institute.  

This wide-ranging book brings new and fresh visions of 

important aspects of Tibetan culture. It considers fields as 

diverse as power in Lhatok in eastern Tibet, the dynamics and 

politics of lattice window design in Rebgong (Amdo), humour in 

old Tibetan verse and concepts of the self in modern testimonia. 

The authors approach their topics with verve and insight, 

employing novel and often ground-breaking ways of dealing 

with their respective fields.  

 

China in the 21st century. What everyone needs to know. 

By Jeffrey N Wasserstrom, paperback, Oxford University Press. 

The need to understand this global giant has never been more 

pressing: China is constantly in the news, yet conflicting 

impressions abound. Focusing his thoughts through the 

historical legacies - Western and Japanese imperialism, the Mao 

era, and the massacre at Tiananmen Square - that largely 

define China's present-day trajectory, Wasserstrom introduces 

readers to the Chinese Communist Party, the building boom in 

Shanghai and the environmental fallout of rapid Chinese 

industrialisation. China today shares many traits with other industrialised nations 

during their periods of development, in particular the US in the 19th century. 

Finally, he provides guidance on the ways we can expect China to act in the future 

vis-a-vis the US, Russia, India and its East Asian neighbours. 


