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SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 2010   If you would like to receive this 

newsletter by email please let Sally Russell know at salmike@xtra.co.nz 

 

NEXT MEETING:   

A Banquet 
 

at the Singapore Restaurant 

Hastings Street, Napier 
 

on Friday 1st October at 6.30pm  
 

to celebrate China‟s National Day. 

 
Cost $30 per person. 

BYO drinks. 

Please book your seat with: 

Sally & Mike on 877 6027. 

 
 

 
 

Dates for Branch Monthly Meetings for 2010:   

  
November 5                                  December 3 

 

http://www.nzchinasociety.org.nz/
mailto:salmike@xtra.co.nz
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President’s Notebook September 2010 
 

CANTERBURY EARTHQUAKE  

Christchurch members appreciate the many messages from around New Zealand 

and from our friends in China enquiring about our well-being following our 

shocking earthquake. Most members experienced breakages within their houses, a 

frightening time and the occasional fallen chimney, plus a few who unfortunately 

experienced serious house foundation moving. Contacting those in the worst hit 

areas is hampered by their phones still being off and some have temporarily 

moved to live with family members or friends and are difficult to locate.  

 

A 7.1 earthquake at night is like being tumbled in darkness in a washing machine 

riding a roller coaster with the noise of a few express trains. In darkness, rudely 

jolted awake into this nightmare ride, the choice of moving to your predetermined 

safety spot from the bucking bed, seemed madness like trying to get to another 

roller coaster while both are going at full speed! We were amazed our house had 

so little damage after such an experience, but then we were not right on top of 

the fault line or in one of the areas whose soil structure reacted badly to constant 

vibration. An Asian friend said he now knew New Zealand homes were very well 

built! All the Society members we have been able to speak to or exchange emails, 

have their individual stories and this event will be a defining one in our city‟s 

history. We will keep you informed of where help for individual members would be 

appreciated, but it could be sometime before we really know. Your offers are very 

much appreciated and reassuring as we calm down and normalise our lives.  

 

PROMINENT PERSONS & LEADERS DELEGATION  

Our 2010 Delegation has headed out to Shanghai and the Friendly and Sister 

Cities two-yearly Conference and other special events and visits. We are pleased 

to hear they are enjoying themselves although that cannot be easy for Bill 

Willmott, Delegation Leader, who left home a day after the earthquake struck.  

 

TOUR LEADERS FOR 2011 WANTED  

With two great tours planned for next year, one to Tibet, one to Shanxi and Henan, 

Expressions of Interest are invited from suitably experienced or members 

knowledgeable about China who would like to be considered as leaders. Contact 

Vice President Trevor Linyard at linyards@actrix.co.nz  

 

SMALL TREES IN HUNAN  

Well known author & poet, Owen Marshall of Timaru, was in the Society‟s 

Prominent Persons & Leaders Delegation in 2008 that visited Hunan. In his latest 

book of published poems, is:  

We boat in the Yellow Dragon cave, listen  

To speeches of friendship in translation.  

We see hand-crafted silver, ethnic dancers  

Translucent porcelain, and a swollen short-  

Haired dog in the canal. We are accorded  

Banquets with duck, turtle and bullfrog, and  

Watch toffee being pulled on an iron hook.  

But the memory that chooses me, that persists  

Outside actuality and photograph, is of the  

Small trees at dusk on Hunan’s hills.  

Whole slopes green with citrus trees holding  

Lamps of mandarin among their darkening leaves.  

 

“Sleepwalking in Antarctica & Other Poems” by Owen Marshall, published by 

Canterbury University Press.  
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JAMES BERTRAM SCHOLARSHIP  

Great news – Victoria University of Wellington has established a scholarship in 

memory of James Bertram, former Professor of English and first chair of our 

Wellington Branch. Jim, a Rhodes Scholar from Otago, was the China reporter for 

the London Telegraph in the 1930s & his interview of Chairman Mao Zedong at 

Yan‟an, became the only piece in Mao‟s collected works not written by Mao. This 

scholarship was announced in July by Prime Minister John Key in Beijing, provides 

for a Masters of Arts degree in International Relations at Victoria University and a 

MA in Public Policy at Beijing University, including six months study of Chinese 

Language. See our web site “What‟s New”.  

 

TEACHER URGENTLY REQUIRED - SHANDAN  

Available for start as soon as possible, or late February, 2011, Conversational 

English, 14 to 16 hours per week for students aged 17 to 20. A teaching 

qualification or degree required, age limit of under 65. Salary 3000 Yuan per 

month, air fares support, travel within China and an apartment provided. Contact 

Dave Bromwich at dbchinz@xtra.co.nz with a brief CV.  

 

 

 

Regards,  

 

                        Eric Livingstone, National President 

 

 

 

 

 

China’s inequitable growth risks social 

harmony  

China‟s achievement in reducing world absolute 

poverty over such a short period is without 

historical precedent - but the uneven spread of 

benefits is leading to rising social disharmony, says 

Dr Jane Golley, Senior Lecturer, China Economics 

and Business Program, Crawford School of 

Economics and Government, the Australian 

National University and co-editor of China: The 

next twenty years of reform and development. 

  

Go to: 
http://epress.anu.edu.au/china_update2010/pdf_instructions.html  

to read an e-copy of this interesting book.  

 

 

 

The economic transformation that has taken place in China since the late 1970s is 

now regarded as one of the most significant social changes in human history.  

Within just three decades, China has succeeded in transforming itself from a 

centrally planned, closed economy to a market-oriented, open economy delivering 

sustained and high economic growth along the way.  

 

According to a recent World Bank Report, between 1981 and 2004, the fraction of 

China‟s population consuming less than a dollar a day fell from 65 per cent to 10 

per cent and about half a billion people were lifted out of poverty. The contribution 

this has made to reducing world absolute poverty over such a short period is 

without historical precedent. Yet the benefits of China‟s rapid growth have not 

been evenly spread across the country or among the people.  

http://epress.anu.edu.au/china_update2010/pdf_instructions.html
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The primary focus on efficiency and rapid growth since the late 1970s 

justified the promotion of the more-developed coastal region, with 

Deng Xiaoping famously arguing that „since conditions for the country 

as a whole are not ripe, we can have some areas become rich first. 

Egalitarianism will not work‟. However, it was also Deng‟s intention 

that „the purpose of allowing some regions and some people to 

become prosperous before others is to enable all of them to prosper 

eventually‟. Deng justified these apparently contradictory comments 

as a necessary trade-off between the short run and the long run, 

predicting that the latter would arrive around the turn of the 21st 

century.             Deng Xiaoping—reforms unleashed entrepreneurial energy 

 

In his first major speech following his election in November 2002, Hu Jintao 

stressed the need for the Communist Party to keep firmly in mind Chairman Mao‟s 

instruction to „serve the people with their heart and soul‟ and that China‟s level of 

development was „extremely unbalanced‟. Ensuring that the benefits of growth 

reach the vast majority of China‟s vast population is imperative for the Chinese 

Communist Party, whose legitimacy rests at least partly on „serving the people‟ in 

an egalitarian way.  

 

There is no doubt that the central government has its work cut out for it in terms 

of considerably reducing the disparities that exist between Western China and the 

rest of the country, particularly the most developed East. This is the overriding 

policy objective of the Western Region Development Program (WDRP), which has 

been in place since 2000. The Western region is home to the least urbanised, least 

educated, poorest people with the lowest life expectancy.  

 

Another divide in China‟s development story is between its urban and rural 

residents. Cai Fang and Meiyan Wang from the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences argue that institutional barriers in China‟s labour markets - such as 

household registration - restrict the process of rural-to-urban migration and hence 

the potential benefits accruing to China‟s vast pool of rural migrants.  

 

Sherry Tao Kong, Xin Meng and Dandan Zhang from the Australian National 

University examine the impact of the global financial crisis on employment and 

wage outcomes in China. While the export contraction mainly occurred in urban-

based sectors, the real effects were felt mainly in the rural sector, to which close 

to 15 million rural migrants returned in 2009. This reduced rural household income, 

which is highly dependent on income remittances from migrants. Negative shocks 

in China‟s urban sector have the biggest negative impact on its poorer rural 

population, and will continue to do so until a universal welfare system and 

property rights over rural land are established. 

 

Inequitable development is undoubtedly contributing to the rising social 

disharmony in China, with the incidence of public disorder - labelled „social 

incidents‟ - rising steadily from 8700 in 1993 to 32,500 in 1999, and 74,000 in 

2004. The shift in demand has caused an enormous shortage in secondary and 

tertiary level medical professionals in rural areas. The infant mortality rate in rural 

areas is around 2.4 times higher than in urban areas, and the maternal mortality 

ratio in rural areas is 2.5 times that of the urban population. Another study of 

health outcomes showed that in poorer areas, life expectancy was four years 

shorter than the country‟s average. Yet again, those most in need of protection 

and assistance seem to be those bearing the brunt of incomplete reforms.  

 

China is not alone in experiencing a development path that is accompanied by 

rising inequalities across many dimensions of its economic landscape. It is alone in 

being run by a Communist Party that has continuously pledged to‟ serve the 

people‟ and to ensure that all of its citizens „prosper eventually‟. For its own 

survival, as well as for the welfare of the hundreds of millions of less fortunate 

Chinese citizens, it is time the Party took this commitment extremely seriously.  


