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IMPORTANT:  BANQUET UPDATE 

 Wang Lidan (Linda) of Youxie is now returning to China early, which means she will not be 

here for our Saturday farewell banquet for her.  However, we’re still going to go ahead with 

it because we think at this challenging time for our city it’s a nice idea for us all to get 

together over good food anyway! Details are:  

Time:   7.00pm, Saturday 25 June 

Location: North & South Restaurant,  300 Lincoln Road  

Cost:   $25 

Please RSVP by 23 June 

Option A:  With details and cheque payable to NZCFS Christchurch to:  

       Anna Lu, Treasurer  

    9 Tilbury Place, Dallington 

       Christchurch 8061 

Option B:  Email Anna Lu annnnalu@hotmail.com with your name and numbers  

attending, and credit Kiwibank Riccarton Account No: 38-9010-0816274-00. Please put your 

name in the reference line on the deposit slip.  

PLEASE NOTE: Full payment at time of booking. 

New Members:  We welcome Craig Hutchinson and Henny Fairgray 

Resignation:  Wayne Hoare-Vance 

 

www.nzchinasociety.org.nz 

Hello everyone. This is just a quick note to say I hope you are all safe and well after last 
Monday’s nasty shakes. It sounds as though there is further damage in some parts of the 
city, and many people were without power and water for a few days. I hope you are not 
affected to that degree.  

I was delighted to receive a call that afternoon from Olga Wang at the embassy. She was 
very concerned when she heard of the earthquakes, and sends the best wishes of the 
embassy to all its friends in Christchurch. I thanked her very much for her thoughtfulness 
and told her I would forward her best wishes to you all. 

If you need help of any sort, or know of any members who are in need of help or support 
of any kind, please do not hesitate to contact me or any other member of the committee.  

Very kind regards. 

Dave Adamson    

BRANCH PRESIDENT 

Phone 389 1376 

mailto:dacb@clear.net.nz
mailto:tomnahurich@xtra.co.nz
mailto:annnnalu@hotmail.com
http://www.nzchinasociety.org.nz/


Monthly Meeting – 30 June 2011 

Speaker: Luba Roth 

My Life’s Journey – Luba Roth  

Through cross-cultural experiences, her life has been like a Persian tapestry, full of vibrant colours and bold 
patterns. 

Born in mountainous Xinjiang; lived in the glamorous city of Shanghai; refugee in Hong Kong; eight years in 
Paris; married to a Bavarian in Sydney; since 1970s settled in the Garden City of Christchurch with family. 

Luba will tell us about the next stage of her very interesting life. Those of you who were at her April talk won’t want to miss the next 
exciting episode – those who weren’t there, should be!! 
 
Wellington Conference, 27 – 29 May  

Where do I start? What a great conference! This was my first, although I did speak at the 
Christchurch conference several years ago. Because we have an excellent conference 
report in this newsletter from National President Eric, as well as one on the AGM from 
Deborah, I’m not going to go into detail, other than to say again what a great time it was. 
The branch representatives at the conference were myself and Deborah Rhode, and of 
course we also had Eric and Judy, Bill and Di and Ailsa Dodge; a great representation, 
which was commented on by several delegates.  

The quality of the speakers was truly amazing, and the weekend was capped by Wang 
Lidan (Linda) giving us a talk on Sunday about her time here, and specifically what it was 
like to have her first lecture on her first day at University of Canterbury cut short by the February earthquake! Her humour, her sparkling 
personality and her use of the English language as she told us about her experiences that day had us all entranced! She even worked with 
the Student Volunteer Army! What a remarkable young woman! I hope you all come along to our 25 June farewell banquet for Linda; it’s 
going to be a great night!  

Kind regards  

Dave Adamson  

BRANCH PRESIDENT  
 

NZCFS NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2011 

Attending the National Conference and AGM was definitely the highlight (so far!) of my time as a member of NZCFS. For the first time I 
really came to understand the depth and breadth of the organization, the work of the other branches and the work that NZCFS carries out 
in China itself.  

There will be reports from others on other aspects of the Conference – my brief is to report on the AGM itself.  

Christchurch had the largest delegation – while Dave Adamson and myself represented the Christchurch Branch, Judy, Eric, Di and Bill were 
in attendance as members of the National Executive. Ailsa attended as an independent member.  

Eric chaired the AGM as National President, giving an opening welcome speech and later a President’s report. The Report on the 
Development and Earthquake projects was given by Sally Russell and Dave Bromwich reported on the Gansu Co-operatives. (A transcript of 
these reports is available on request).  

The Branch Presidents reported on their activities for the year, which gave us all a good understanding of how other branches operate, 
how they interact in their respective communities, how they attract members and carry out fundraising.  

Highlights included the Hamilton Branch’s interest in the migration of the Godwits as regular China-NZ travelers and the importance of 
preserving and maintaining their habitat at the Miranda Shore Bird Centre; the work of the Whanganui Branch to foster business links with 
local firms and China, and the recently reinstated Dunedin Branch venturing into local radio.  

Two Remits were proposed, the first in regard to the appointment of a proxy to the AGM when a Branch President has been elected to 
National Executive. The second remit regarded changing the cut-off date for membership to the Society. Wellington Branch proposed that 



if a member was not financial by the end of the first quarter, they should be struck off the membership. Christchurch Branch felt that this 
did not give enough time at the beginning of the year for members to receive their renewal advice and act on it, so proposed an 
amendment for the date to be April 30. This was passed.  

The National President proposed his vision and goals for the Society for the next three years, for discussion; these will no doubt be covered 
more fully in Eric’s report. (A detailed copy is also available on request). Bill Willmott reported on the Prominent Persons and Leaders 
Delegation in September 2010, which was an extremely well received tour and much enjoyed by all who took part. Jenevere Foreman 
presented a report as Chair of the Languages Committee, and also discussed a new volunteer programme for teachers who were unable to 
obtain a work permit due to age. (Foreign teachers over age 60 are not able to obtain a work permit). The short-term programme is about 
to begin with a trial in Hong’an County, Hubei Province. The teaching commitment would be for four hours a day for two weeks, followed 
by a tour for one week. Three positions have been advertised for the October trial, with positive results.  

An election for the National Executive positions was not necessary as one of the applicants withdrew his nomination at the start of the 
meeting. All the incumbent officers were re-elected.  

The Annual General Meeting concluded at lunchtime. 

Deborah Rhode 
 

In the 26 February issue of the New Zealand Listener there is a very interesting article about New Zealander David Mahon. He has lived in 
China since 1984, when he first went to Beijing to lay carpet in the Great Wall Hotel! He says “I had a very fundamental experience. Here, 
people lived by the most basic needs. There was no luxury and little personal freedom, but there was this tremendous energy”. He was 
hooked! He now runs an investment firm, and provides corporate advisory and independent research services to companies doing business 
in China. He produces a quarterly newsletter, China Watch. Go to http://www.mahonchina.com and click on China Watch; it’s a very 
interesting read.  

Dave.  
 
The Year of the Rabbit 

Chinese New Year 4709, or 2011 in the Western calendar, is the Year of the Metal Rabbit. 

Like the houses of the zodiac in Western astrology, the animals of Chinese astrology are thought by 
many to dictate personality traits or, in the wider scope of things, even impact world events in any 
year they rule. 

Rabbits and those born under compatible signs, will likely benefit from luck or good fortune during a 
Rabbit year - i.e., in 1915, 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, or 2011. 

Characteristics of The Rabbit 

The three words that best describe the rabbit? Calm and gentle, but persistent. 

Quietly charismatic, thoughtful and calm, rabbits are admired for their tactful and considerate dealings with all who know them. As such, 

they are most often depended upon for their wise counsel, or as someone in which to put valued trust in a personal friendship or a 

business dealing. 

One of the most cautious signs in the Chinese zodiac, they are the chess players who take their sweet time before making a move. Yet, they 

are also the ones most likely to win any intricate game of strategy! 

 
Percy Chew Lee, 1911 - 2011  

The last surviving Chinese who paid the £100 poll tax has died. He came to NZ in 1920 at the age of 9 to work in 
his father's shop in Invercargill, later moving to Timaru and finally to Christchurch, where he ran a market garden 
on Cashmere Road with his wife Alice and their nine children. His son Matthew built their distinctive four-storey 
house with the curved roofs. Percy was a champion cyclist and wrestler as well as horse trainer and pilot. His wife 
Alice died three months ago. Percy was in his 100th year, so already 100 by Chinese counting. Many people 
attended his funeral on June 3.  

 

http://www.mahonchina.com/
http://www.chiff.com/recreation/horoscopes.htm


 

Thank you to all the Wellington Branch Committee and Members who contributed to make this conference a highlight. The 

speakers each gave us much to think about, the venue worked well and the food delicious. A highlight is always catching up 

with people we know well and the opportunity to talk over NZCFS matters. Branch President, Bernie Richmond was Chair of 

the organizing committee, Ray Brownrigg organized publicity, printing and the website, Doreen Launder was in charge of 

registrations and the Treasurer, Douglas Day organized the Speakers Programme, Sadie Ng the catering at both the 

Conference & Banquet and Rosemary Jones was the Conference Coordinator. They were assisted by Bruce Asher, Ben Fon, 

Elaine Richmond, George Mills, Luke Qin, Ellen Yang and Christine Strickland. 

We were honoured by a Delegation of four from the CPAFFC (Youxie) in Beijing led by Mr Qing Boming. Mrs. Pat Tauroa of the 

NZ China Maori Friendship Association also attended and addressed the conference.  

The Conference was officially opened on Friday evening by Wellington's Deputy Mayor Ian McKinnon who spoke warmly 

about the Society. John Forster of The Hong Kong Shanghai Bank, the main conference sponsor, also spoke. 

Professor Huang Xiao Ming, Director of the New Zealand China Research Centre at Victoria University gave the main address 

on China's development to date and looked forward to development possibilities between New Zealand and China with four 

foci for the future. 

 Ensuring what is done is done well 

 Ensuring the wellbeing of the Chinese people - recognizing and raising "The Happiness Factor" in terms of daily life, 

food security, unemployment, inflation, etc 

 Making sure progress is being made in the areas of social welfare, economy, science and culture 

 Building on the "green developments" to date, particularly to reduce the use of fossil fuels. With China being the 

world's greatest exporter and second greatest importer it believes it has inherent responsibilities to the world's 

economy. 

The Saturday programme was devoted to a range of speakers, all inspiring on their own different topics. National President 

Eric Livingstone spoke about the direction and challenges of the Society into the future. 

Please go to the our website www.nzchinasociety.org.nz and visit the Conference page where you will be able to read many 

of the addresses in full. 

Chargé d’Affaires, Embassy of China, Mr Cheng Lei, spoke about how China's scientific development brings opportunity to the 



world. He said the reason why China has made great progress in the past decades is that China has found the development 

model suitable for its own conditions. 

David Feickert (Whanganui Member) and Advisor to the Chinese Government on Mining Safety spoke about four disasters 

that he has been involved with, two mining accidents (one in New Zealand and one in China), and two earthquakes (one in 

New Zealand and one in China). He discussed the strengths and failings of each of these events and better ways of dealing 

with disasters in China and New Zealand, saying the two countries can learn from each other on dealing with mining disasters 

and earthquakes. 

Ms Laytee George a teacher of Mandarin in Rotorua spoke dynamically about the successful programme that she has been 
developing in various schools inthe Bay of Plenty using 

 a class's everyday teacher, 

 audiovisual support and  

 a native speaker of Mandarin. 
This three prong approach is proving to be very successful with 2,000 of the 10,000 school students studying Mandarin being 
from Rotorua. 
 
In his presentation, Stuart Fergusson, Chairman of New Zealand- China Trade Association, focused on the misconceptions of 
difficulties in trading with China. 
 
Dr Les Molloy is a consultant in conservation of natural and cultural heritage around the world, has written numerous books 
and papers on sites in New Zealand but spoke at the conference about the numbers of World Heritage sites in China and the 
imbalance between numbers of natural and cultural sites and the UNESCO processes for their protection. 
 
Dave Bromwich, National Vice President and co leader of the society's Projects Committee spoke about what the Society 
actually does in China in helping people to help themselves, the cooperatives that our society has helped set up and the 
rabbits programme which brings money and food to rural areas. 
 
Dr Luo Hui from the newly established Confucius Institute at Victoria University spoke about what a Confucius Institute is 
and what they do around the world. 
 
Richard Nottage, Deputy Chairman of Asia:NZ spoke of the change in attitudes of New Zealand society in the last 20 years and 
the fact that this needs to continue. 
 
Qing Boming, Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries updated the conference on recent 
activities. Ms Pat Tauroa President of the Maori China Friendship Association told us about that organization and Life 
Member Bill Willmott spoke about the two associations working together and how they toured together last year to the 
Friendship Forum in Nanchang. 
 
The National President continued on and gave the conference a comprehensive and very well researched address on 
developments in China and what the future may hold. 
 
Dave Adamson, President of Christchurch Branch shared his experiences in visiting homes in the worst affected areas in 
Christchurch and the impact the earthquake is having on lives. On Sunday Wang Lidan (Linda) talked of being the first Margot 
Cornwall Scholar which included experiencing the big February earthquake on her first day at Canterbury University and 
having to walk towards home for three hours before connecting up with a worried Eric and Judy. 

All the speakers at Conference gave highly interesting and informative addresses which were challenging on a range of levels. 
Professor Huang Xiaoming set an excellent tone and quality at the start and made me want to read it again immediately and 
spread his message far and wide.— Christine Ward, Nelson 
 
It was very enjoyable to reminisce with Pat Tauroa over last year when I was able to meet both delegations and introduce 
them to some of Nanchang life that they would probably have missed – John Hodgson, Tauranga 
 
President Eric Livingstone then reported that our Society’s new website is “up and running” and ready to be used by several 

more Branches with the support of Ray Brownrigg and “the Team”. It was good to have a Delegation from Christchurch, 

despite the earthquake damage and losses which many of their Members have suffered. They are resilient ! - Don Simpson, 

Wairarapa 

 



 
The AGM awarded Distinguished Service Awards to Trevor Linyard, past South Island Vice-President for all his work including 
Chair of the Projects Committee, former National Treasurer and twice Christchurch President Judy Livingstone for her long-
time and on-going contributions and to outgoing National Secretary Alistair Shaw for all his work. 
 
The AGM received excellent reports from many active committees including projects, tours and finance plus highlights of their 
year from all the 15 Branches. 
 
New NZCFS National Executive 
National President: Eric Livingstone, Christchurch 
North Island Vice-President: Dave Bromwich, Hawke’s Bay 
Secretary: Heiko Lade, Hawke’s Bay 
Treasurer: Royden Smith, Nelson 
Executive Members: Margaret Cooper, Tauranga, Jenevere Foreman, Hamilton, Di Madgin, 
Christchurch, Bernie Richmond, Wellington, Sally Russell, Hawke’s Bay 
Bill Willmott, Christchurch 
Co-opted: Peter Vautier, Hamilton 
Plus all Branch Presidents.  
The National Executive co-opted John Hodgson as Tauranga acting President. 

 

 
 

NZCFS Projects and Tibet Tour 
 

22 days in China, depart Auckland October 10, return Auckland November 2. 
 
Starting in Xi’an, ending in Kunming, we will travel west to Gansu and Qinghai, before heading south to Lhasa, spend several 
days in Tibet, then on down to Yunnan. Largely in Tibetan areas, Tibetan communities, culture and landscapes are the focus of 
the tour, with some visits to NZCFS projects, where we will meet project partners and dine with our two current Kathleen Hall 
scholars. Travel will be by bus, train, and two flights. Accommodation will be good quality three star, and food will feature 
local specialties as much as possible. This tour provides a chance to travel to some less touristic sites, as well as some more 
famous ones like the Potala Palace.  
 
All up cost home to home is $7000, excluding visa fe and travel insurances. The seats are filling fast, but have not closed yet. 
Visit www.nzchinasociety.org.nz for more information, and/or contact Dave Bromwich dbchinz@xtra.co.nz 06 8779930 to 
express interest. 

 

 


