urPff\^

NEwzEAllryg,-g1lry{ITrENDsHrp socrEry
HAMILTON BFTANCH

*\ffir'

MIDWINTER LUNCHEON
SUNDAY JUNE 2oth 2OO3
Waikato Chinese Association Centre
Lewis St. Glenview
12 midday

This is an event to which we invite past members, and those who
are unable to attend our general meetings at night. ln past years
this annual event has been hosted by David and Anne Sayers at
their home, and has proved to be an occasion when folk can
renew old friendships and join with current Branch members, this
year at our regular meeting venue in Lewis St.
The committee are providing soup, and we ask members to regard
it as a pot luck luncheon. and provide finger food or other dishes
for our invited guests.
Please provide your own cutlery and plates and a bowl for soup.

To assist with catering would you please let Meryl 843 5260, or
Stan, 847 45A4 and let us know the number attending, by
Wednesday Juty 6th
GUEST SPEAKER

We are very fortunate to have as our guest speaker,

Royce,

Barclay, who has only just returned from several months in Guilin.
Royce is a man of many parts. A past member of the Hamilton
City Council where he had responsibility for Parks and Reseryes, a
pharmacist, a keen gardener and lover of gardens everywhere, a
visiting Professor lecturing at Guilin University, and an artist who in
spite of his busy schedules, finds time to paint.

PLEASE

NOTE. This occasion replaces our

Wednesday night meeting

regular monthly

COMMENTS

=DITOR'S
The
major feature of last month was the National Conference of
the Society held this year in the Wellington City Council Chambers.
I take the liberty of using an excellent report on the important
features of the Conference, written by Mary Gray, for the New
Zeeland Chinese Language Association.

Consulate Farewell.
On Friday evening, the 20th June, a farewell to Mme Liao Juhua,
Deputy Consul General, and a welcome to the new Deputy Consul
General. Unfortunately those invited were absent at the
Conference in Wellington. However the Branch was represented
by Anne Sayers, Chairperson of the Hamilton Chinese Garden
Trust, and a Past President of the Branch, and Muriel Adams from
the current committee, who accompanied Anne on the long drive
to Auckland. About one hundred and fifty to two hundred people
attended the function. Among the guests known to Branch
members, were Mick and Sue Joe, and Alan Wong.

Coming Events.
Saturday August 2nd. Games evening at the WCA Community
Hall, Lewis St., for young & "old" - no charge. Remember to bring
along your own board games to share with others. Beginners and
experienced players, members & friends are all welcome! Light
supper will be provided.

14 - 31Aug. lnternational Film Festival will include 8 films which
may be of interest to our members..
Go to www.nzff.co.nz for details or Festival publicist
shelley@nzff.co.nz or look out for brochures at local movie
theatres.

Waikato Chinese Association website for news & events:
http://nzwca.hopto. NZ China Friendship Society website
www. nzch i nasociety. orq. nz

Greeting Gards
The Hawke's Bay Branch of the NZCFS, has provided us with
some beautiful greeting cards. These cards feature photographs
of China taken by a professional photographer. The cards are
blank and suitable for all occasions. They will be on display at our
meetings and cost $3 each.
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New Zealand Chinese Language Association

Report on the New Zealand China Friendship Gonference,

Wellington, 20-22 June,

2OO3

ln beautiful Wellington weather the 51't Annual Conference of the NZCFS began in
the impressive Wellington City Council Chamber in the Town Hall on Friday evening
with a convivial Wine and Cheese before the Executive met for their pre-conference
deliberations.

The next morning at 9.30 Conference was officially opened by the Mayor, Kerry
Prendergast who welcomed the delegates and thanked the Society as a model
example for promoting international understanding. The Society has been the
instigator of Sister-City relationships around the country and in Wellington especially

we have links with our Sister City, Xiamen in Fujian Province, but also links with
Beijing and Tianjin. She is grateful for the warmth of the welcome which she always
receives when visiting China. She mentioned the Society's good work in establishing
close connections with Wellington's Chinese community. She believes the Society
has helped to make New Zealand a more tolerant society,. which is best shown in
Wellington, New Zealand's absolutely positively multi-cultural city where 78% of the
residents believe that all the ethnic minorities add to the delights of this capital city.

His Excellency Chen Mingming, China's Ambassador to New Zealand,

then

addressed the conference. He had recently returned from Berjing and spoke at
length of his experiences of being there during the successful attempts to bring the
SARS epidemic under control. He was happy to say that when he left life had
returned to normal in Beijing. However, the repercussions will be felt for a long time
because the government was not well prepared for coping with the epidemic and it
revealed basic problems in the public health system which will be dealt with. He
mentioned the importance of learning from mistakes to improve the future. He
suggested that the priorities of the Chinese need'to be examined. Are family cars
and material luxuries more important than improving public health and education? ln
fighting SARS China showed that there are rules of accountability in force. The
Mayor of Beijing and the Public Health Mirnister were sacked. The National Plan
adopted in November will overhaul and improve systems in all ministries. lt is time to
forget the epidemic and look to the future.

The next speaker was The Honourable Marion Hobbs, MP for Wellington Central,
who holds many cabinet responsibilities affecting such fields as Education and
Disarmament. She began her speech by referring to the very important decision the
Ministry of Education has made to make learning a Second language part of the
Curriculum Framework. While it will not be compulsory for all pupils in years 7-10
(Forms 1-4) to learn a second language, it will be compulsory for all schools covering
those years to offer a second language. This means that all lntermediate Schools
and those primary schools which go on to Years 7 and 8, will be offering at least one
second language. She, too, thanked the Society for all the work it has done in

promoting New Zealand China Friendship especially
relationships.

in people to

people
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The next speaker was Pansy wong, New Zealand's only chinese Mp. she
welcomed the work of the Society in fostering friendship in the 50s and 60s when it
wasn't easy

to be a friend of

China, and remarked how after the diplomatic

recognition of china in 1972, the importance of the society had grown. she
welcomed the announcement about second language learning She mEntioned that
both she and the Prime Minister look forward to the day when it is compulsory, but
there is some way to go before that can be done. She also mentioned the g2,0oo
Chinese students studying in New Zealand, mentioning that this is our fifth largest
earner of foreign exchange. For the other four (dairy, meat, forests and touriim),
there are development policies, and there needs to be one for international education
as well.

After atl these excellent speeches we adjourned for tea before the offlcial conference
business began with the Roll of Honour where losses in the Society are mentioned.
Jack Ewen was the first "Honorary Life Member". He had served the Society from its
earliest days in Auckland and was National President for many years. He was
particularly involved in the tours which the Society ran in the days when no travel
agents could organise trips to China.

As I was not an official delegate I did not have copies of the reports which were
tabled and discussed during conference. I hope to get some copies and perhaps will
report on them at a later date. There was a panel of three students studying at
Victoria University who were asked to comment on "Life as a Foreign Student in New
Zealand" both the good and the bad. As wellas questions from the Chairman, there
were questions from the floor which were all answered frankly by the students.
The Guest Speaker at the Conference was the Hon. Philip Burdon, the Patron of the

Society. He spoke on "The Challenge that a prosperous China poses to the Asia

Pacific Region". Philip Burdon, an MP from '81-'96, was a Cabinet Minister from '90'96, during which time he had various portfolios including Commerce, State Owned
Enterprises, and Trade Negotiations. He mentioned New Zealand's role in getting
China into the World Trade Organisation. He spoke about the remarkable rise in
China in importance in the region and the world, moving from a backward underdeveloped country towards a fast developing country, doing, in less than 50 years,
what the industrial world took several centuries to do. Admittedly the gap between
the US and China is still enormous, and SARS will have an on-going effect on the
progress this year, with tourism already badty affected. China is not looking for a
leadership role in the region. A main priority is avoiding confrontation with the US.
There are problems in the region. Relations with ASEAN are good. Arms Control
especially the North Korean situation, is an issue with the increased nuclearisation of
Asia. Taiwan is a continuing problem but time is on China's side. US policy does not
encourage Taiwan's independence. Relations with Japan are influenced by the fact
that the new leadership in China had no experience of the Anti-Japanese War.
There are improved bi-lateral relations with the US and China does not wish to get
into any coalition to challenge the US unipolar position. ln short Philip Burdon is very
optimistic about China's future development in the region and globally as a benign
and enlightened country.

We all enjoyed a good dinner and some fun at the Conference Dinner at the Yangtse
Restaurant. Sunday morning we started at g o'clock continuing reports from the 12
branches and reports on the various projects of the Society, by branches and
nationally. The Tours committee reported that they had reluctantly cancelled this

'.7
year's tours qnd would be intereqtad in suggestions from ryembers gs to itinerafies
for future tours. The Shandan ppiiip Schopl has recently had two teachpfs from New

Zealand. Two teachers will pp going |o ./iangsu to teac[ English on the 1"' of
September. There was a repp4:'aboq[ {he Rewi Alley pottage in the wilds of

southern Taranaki and the need fqr upkqfip, qlthguOh it is ngl owned by the Society.
Various schemes are being discussed artd q suppommittep will be formed to work
with the Taranaki Branch. Tom Newnham was made a Life [4ember for all the work
he has done over the past fifty years for the Society.

The NZ Chinese Language Association was given a slot in the report agenda and I
spoke about the importance of the new inclusion of Second Language Learning in the
curriculum framework. I pointed out to them that teacher supply was given as a
reason for not making it compulsory for all students, and that Chinese was the one
language where there is an ample supply of trained teachers. Since 1996 the
Colleges of Education and the polytechs with teacher training courses have been
training as many a one hundred a year - most of whom have been unable to find
teaching jobs unless they can also teach mathematics or science. To present
suggestions to the powers that be the Association needs paid-up members - and
fourteen of those present joined on the spot. I would urge all of you to look up the
NZ China Friendship Society branch in your area. They all have interesting meetings
and are keen to promote Chinese language learning all over New Zealand, especially
in those schools which have many Chinese fee-paying students who could be
buddies with Kiwi students learning Chinese. This would help integrate the Chinese
students into the life of the school, and would be a great motivation for Kiwi students
to learn Chinese.
ln the election of officers, Margaret Cooper from Tauranga was the only nominee for
President and was warmly welcomed. Tom Mills, also frcm Tauranga has agreed to
act as Treasurer and the Executive Committee are asked to appoint an acting
Secretary, as there were no nominations prior to the AGM. The meeting closed at
lunchtime and we had more good socialising over food which is an importadt part of
every conference.
Mary Gray, National Secretary,
75 Silverstream Road, Crofton Downs \iVellington
Phone/fax (04) 073 5939, email: vinmary.sray@paradise.net.nz
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