www.nzchinasociety.org.nz

Christchurch Branch Newsletter - February 2016
Editor: Dave Adamson Email: dacb@clear.net.nz

In this Issue





Next Meeting – Annual General
Meeting
Membership subscription form
China Daily article – One of the
life survivors
Mandarin Corner
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Monthly Meetings Held
Last Thursday of the Month (except January,
September, November and December)
7:30 pm
Rewi Alley Education and Cultural Centre
(Wharenui School)
32 Matipo Street, Riccarton
Please check out our branch’s Facebook page
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Hon Patron: Simon Deng Li
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goodie.chris@gmail.com
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Izzie Guo
Michelle MacWilliam
Ross Cao
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Your committee wishes everyone a Peaceful and Prosperous Year of
the Monkey

Next Meeting – 25th February 2016
Annual General Meeting
The first meeting of the year always includes the branch
Annual General Meeting. Please give some thought between now
and then as to whether you would like to stand for the
committee. This is an opportunity to become more involved in
our society’s activities. We are all committed to the NZCFS;
here’s your chance to give your talents to achieve the aims of
our organisation. Nominations from the floor will be accepted
on the night for the roles of President, Secretary, Membership
Secretary, Treasurer, and members at large. The meeting will
be followed by the showing of a DVD.
IMPORTANT please note that to vote at the 25 February AGM, you
need to be a financial member (subscription payment details below).
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Annual Subscriptions are now due!!

NEW ZEALAND CHINA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY
CHRISTCHURCH BRANCH

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION

I/We would like to renew/commence membership of the Christchurch Branch of the New Zealand China
Friendship Society Inc. for 2016 (the financial year is January to December):

 Student (full time)

$5

 Single

$25

 Institutional

$35

 Corporate

$50

 Family

$35

 Unwaged

$20

Payment Methods
Please send your cheque (with clear name details) to:
Vivien Qin
Branch Treasurer
PO Box 7366, Sydenham
Christchurch 8240

OR

BANK TRANSFER Society Bank Account No 38 9010 0816274 00 (Kiwi Bank).

IMPORTANT: please be sure to enter your name.
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One of life’s survivors
By Wang Xiaodong ( China Daily)
The 91-year-old Cheng Yinbao, a former soldier, can't remember all the battles she fought in,
but she is proud of having served her country. Wang Xiaodong reports in Tianmen, Hubei
province.
After seven days of fierce fighting, the battle was won. But as
Cheng Yinbao returned to her regiment she was shot from behind
and the bullet went into her belly just under the ribs.
"I felt numb," Cheng, 91, recalls. "I turned around and shot back
and a Japanese soldier fell. Then almost immediately I lost
consciousness and fell."
It was in 1940, when Cheng was 19 years old and serving as a
military trainer in the No 128 Army of Kuomintang. She survived
the battle but lost a rib when the bullet was removed during an
operation, which prevented her from having children.
Now living alone in a simple room of less than 10 square meters in
her hometown of Henglin township, Tianmen county in Hubei
province, with an electric fan as the only modern housing
appliance, she refuses the township government subsidy and a
proffered move to a nursing home.
"I cannot move to a nursing home or a welfare house. Such places
are for the poor and the weak. How can I face my ancestors if I
move to these places?" she says.
Cheng's pride has a reason: She was born into a prominent family. Her father was the head of Tianmen
county, where she was born, and several of her uncles were senior officers in the Kuomintang army.
Cheng still looks nimble and remembers much of her history. When talking of her early life, happy smiles
occasionally surface on her wrinkled face.
Cheng grew up in an age when China was engaged in civil war and threatened by Japanese invasion. When she
was 13, she was selected by the local government and sent to a military school.
"All the 600 selected teenagers were born into rich or powerful families," Cheng says.
Three years later she graduated and became a military trainer in the No 128 Army. The 16-year-old's
excellent shooting skills won her respect.
"In a contest I got top scores for all five shots. The chief officer was so happy he gave me a gold watch as a
gift."
Unlike ordinary soldiers, who were given a fixed amount of bullets she had as much ammunition as she needed
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due to her family ties in the army and could practice when she wanted, she explains.
Since joining the army in 1937, when the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression (1937-45) started,
Cheng has lost count of the battles she fought in and how many people she has killed.
Relying on more advanced weapons, the Japanese army
occupied much of China's prosperous eastern part within
the first year of the war, which lasted for eight years,
until Japan surrendered in 1945.
However, when the invading army marched to Wuhan,
Hubei province, they lost much of their advantage.
"This area was intersected by numerous rivers and lakes,"
Cheng says. "So many battles were fought on water, which
was less familiar to the Japanese army."
Cheng Yinbao lives on her own in a simple room In
Henglin township, Tianmen county, Hubei province.

Cheng is still proud of a battle in which she took
advantage of her beauty to kill a Japanese guard and then
commanded four soldiers to take dozens more by surprise.

"So many battles were fought. But this was one of the proudest moments in my life."
After she learned the commander of her brigade surrendered to the Japanese in 1943, she refused to stay in
the army, removed her uniform and returned to her hometown.
In the decades after the People's Republic of China was founded in 1949, Cheng experienced the turmoil of
the age. A fire burned down her old house, in 1953, and life became tougher. She labored, carrying fertilizer
and opening an oil extraction mill with her husband, among other small businesses.
"Life was hard. After a day's labor, I used to wash my sweat-drenched clothes and wear them the next day. I
did not have alternate clothes."
In the 1950s when she was carrying a bag of fertilizer, an army officer on an inspection tour recognized her.
"We once fought the Japanese side by side. I could see he was very surprised to see me. He later sent me
eight bags of rice."
Half a century later, Cheng still gets emotional when recalling the scene.
"He was such a nice man. How can I ever reward his kindness?"
After her husband died 10 years ago, life became even harder for Cheng. She sold the gold watch she was
honored with in the shooting competition for 14,000 yuan ($2,200) several years ago to cover medical bills.
"Although she's lived a hard life, Cheng still feels proud in her heart," says Lao Jiang, a volunteer who cares
for old soldiers in Tianman county. "It is very hard for her to accept charity, as she always thinks it is for the
weak and infirm."
Until May, she still lived in a dilapidated house, with no electricity or water, he says.
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The township government rented the 10-square-meter room for her where she now lives. A piece of cloth
hangs from the roof and divides the room into two areas. Behind the cloth is a bed.
"I will continue to stay in my room, until I cannot move," she says.

Mandarin Corner
English
Wish you (older/respected) …

Pin Yin
Zhu nín... (/joo neen/)

Chinese

Wish you (younger/informal) …

Zhu nǐ ... (/joo nee/)

祝你……

祝您……

Good luck for the year of the Hóu Nián Jí Xiáng
Monkey

猴年吉祥

Happy 'New Spring'

Xīn Chūn Kuài Lè

新春快乐

May your work go smoothly

Gōng Zuò Shùn Lì

工作顺利

Branch Officers
President: Chris Goodwin goodie.chris@gmail.com
0274 223142
Vice President: Deborah Rhode deborahrhode@yahoo.com 021 1665307
Immediate Past President: Dave Adamson dacb@clear.net.nz 022 1283215
Treasurer: Vivien Qin vivien.qin@xtra.co.nz 021 500429
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Secretary: George Elder eldergeo@gmail.com 021 2755455
Newsletter: Dave Adamson dacb@clear.net.nz 022 1283215
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