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Dragon fruit ( huǒ lóng guǒ)In China the dragon fruit harvest season
is from May to November.
But Consumers in China want big
colourful fruit for Chinese New Year
which is a perfect opportunity for
Australian growers in the N.T. to export
their fruit, which isharvested in January.
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the ACFS.
Want more info; contact jan7777@bigpond.com

Xi Jinping’s “New Era”
In a public lecture at UTAS, on the 19th July co hosted by
Australian Institute of International Affairs and the Asian
Institute UTAS. Mr. Rowan Callik, world renowned author
and China correspondent discussed Xi Jumping’s “New
Era” objectives and what his strategies are for realizing
them.
In recent decades, China has become the world’s second
largest economy and a powerhouse of global trade and
investment. Xi Jinping is now taking the next step, making
China not only prosperous, but also politically powerful.
The central committee of the Communist Party of China,
the National People’s Congress (NPC), the country’s
parliament, has remove from the constitution the
requirement that the president and vice-president “serve
no more than two consecutive terms” of five years. (It

both domestically and globally?
Xi Jinping is realising the ‘new era’ he has proclaimed for
China by restructuring the communist party and
governance, intensifying domestic control, and now
ambitiously deploying it’s economic to gain international
influence and to transform global institutions.
Under Xi Jinping, China’s foreign policy has departed from
Deng Xiaoping’s which was to “…hide our capacities and
bide our time; be good at maintaining a low profile; and
never claim leadership.”
The belt and Road projects first put forward by Xi in 2013
are a master stroke in furthering this china’s influence in
under developed countries in India, Africa and the Asian
Pacific etc.

should be noted that two the most powerful positions in

At home, President Xi has already re-engineered the

China that of the general secretary of the Communist

country’s policy formation around “leading small groups”

Party and the chairman of the Central Military Commission

whose membership he has selected, as well as chairing the

do not have term limits).

most important six on key issues ranging from domestic

This amendment has led many to forecast that Xi intends
to continue in power beyond the next party congress, in
late 2022. The CPC may believe that the country needs a
strong diplomatic man at the helm to continuing to steer
the country on its right path, and another five years are

and international security to the internet and economic
reform. Xi Jinping has taken the lead in soil, water and air
pollutants’ and oversees these personally. He is striving for
a modern, clean, green and beautiful China. Xi is sincere in
his beliefs and is a workaholic.

not sufficient to do so. Whatever the reasons behind this

The NPC has introduced a new nationwide Supervisory

are, the move has led to condemnation in the west.

Commission, which, operating separately from the judicial

The lecture centred on how Xi Jingping has entrenched his
legitimacy as unchallengeable ruler. As a fit and healthy
man this could also mean he is able to stay on as leader

system, which will impose on every government employee
a similar “anti-corruption” regime to the one that party
members have already faced under President Xi.

indefinitely. As a successor has not been named, this may

When speaking about the ant-coruption policy Xi said “if

also create a problem should anything happen to

we had not offended hundreds of corrupt officials, we

President Xi unexpectedly. The country could be thrown

would have offended 1.3 billion Chinese people”.

into turmoil with infighting over who should exceed him.
With the threat of mounting debt and a down turn in the
economy also threatening China’ stability these factors
have to ability to also cause problems for Xi and China.

This is intended to test and to guarantee the loyalty of all
government employees. Most businesses in China now
contain party leaders. This move has put all business
owners on notice that they must also be loyal to the

Xi Jinping has announced a ‘new era of socialism with

country. People like Lei Jun( Xiaomi), Pony Ma (Tencent),

Chinese characteristics’. What does this mean for China,

and Jack Ma (Alababa) are walking a tight rope, and they

had better not lose their balance.
Xi Jinping has promoted the supremacy of the Communist
Party
Officially known as “Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,” this ideology can
be found everywhere. Schools, newspapers, television, the
internet, billboards and banners all trumpet the ideas of
Mr. Xi and Communist Party. This is considered to be the
latest adaption of Marxism in the Chinese context.
Mr. Xi’s philosophy teaches that the goal of a powerful,

When boiled down, the doctrine is a blueprint for
consolidating and strengthening power at three levels: the
nation, the party and Mr. Xi himself.
The CPC has detailed a roadmap to develop the nation
through to 2050, As China continues to press to lead the
way we can only watch and see what the next few years
bring.
As the Chinese say may you live in interesting times.
Foot note: Franklin D Roosevelt served four years as
President of the U.S. guiding that country through WW2.

unified China can be achieved only if the Communist Party
stays firmly in control of China. The party, he says, is the
solution to China’s problems, not their source.

The Seven Years of China and the United States
Thomas Friedman, Op-Ed columnist,
writes about foreign affairs,
globalization and technology, for the

New York Times. In 2008 after visiting

film and television, sports, education, new energy,
modernisation models, and high-speed rail.

the Beijing Olympics he wrote an article A Biblical Seven

They have studied the West and have established a

Years. When it was published in The New York Times it

powerful modern government system. At the same

shocked the White House! Here are a few extracts’ from

time, they have their own unique political and cultural

the article.

resources. The combination of the two makes it easier
for us to overcome the populism, short-sightedness,

I could not but recall the past seven years. Different

and legalism that plagued Western democracy today.

experiences in the United States and China: China has
been busy with various infrastructure projects, and we

The Chinese middle class grows. However, they also

are busy dealing with al-Qaeda (terrorists); they have

discovered today that the Chinese middle class today

been building better stadiums, subways, airports, roads

seems to value China’s political stability more than any

and parks, and we have been In the construction of

other class. They understand that the “democratization”

better metal detectors, Hummer military vehicles and

of the West has brought chaos and turmoil to many

drones... Differences have begun to show.

countries. Understanding their hard-earned wealth,
accumulation has actually benefited from more than 30

I think: As a modern country, China has accepted the

years of political stability in China.

main concepts of modern national sovereignty and
human rights. However, the various qualities of Chinese

Frankly speaking, what China has demonstrated today

civilization make it unique. One of the characteristics of

is definitely not an oversimplified or even simple

China's development model is that the scale effect of

concept of "advanced" and "backwardness,"

learning + innovation + huge population = affects China

"democracy," "autocracy," "high human rights," and

and the world.

"low human rights."

Thomas Friedman

article link https://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/27/opinion

With the rise of China, this trend is beginning to expand
into more and more areas such as tourism, aviation,

/27friedman.html

Director of QVMAG retires
On July 6th 2018 Richard Mulvaney retired after 35 years working at Australia’s Museums. Seven of those years spent as
the director Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery’s (QVMAG) Launceston. Richard totally revived the QVMAG in his
time at the helm.
Richard said that although he has a satisfying career that he said was very fulfilling, even so he felt that it was time had
come to spend more time with his family especially his grandchildren.
Richard also said that he has thoroughly enjoyed living in Launceston and after several months in Canada the Mulvaney’s
will decide on whether they will remain in Tasmania.
Richard also praised his wife Mary, who in her first year,
“sunk her teeth” into helping get Harvest Launceston off the
ground.
In his time at QVMAG, Richard oversaw the Guan De Festival
and the acquisition of the Wong Collection donation. The
city of Launcestons Mayor Albert van Zetten said Mulvaney’s
contribution to the community had been “invaluable”.
“Richard will be solely missed for his leadership and
dedication to QVMAG, the wider arts community in
Launceston as well as the Chinese Art Society, Australia and
the Australia China Friendship Society in Hobart.

Farewell lunch, hosted by the Wong’s at Kwan Ho Restaurant.

Buddhist Symposium
The 10th Academic Symposium of Chinese Han
Transmission Esotericism was held on Saturday 14th July at
the Tasmanian Chinese Buddhist Academy of Australia, in
Hobart.
As well as local members and guests, Mr E J Ang OAM
Executive Director of the Australia China from Sydney,
Buddhist Council and Buddhist monks travel from overseas
countries to participate in the Symposium.
Master Wang gave a speech on his motherland China and was extremely passionate when speaking of his gratitude to
Australia which is now his home.
Photos: Master Wang, above Mr E J Ang OAM
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Helen Chung Exhibition at TMAG
Tasmanian Museum Art Gallery currently has an exhibition Shouting From
china, on pioneer journalist and author Helene Chung Martin who is a
fourth-generation Tasmanian Chinese. As a freelancer for three years overseas,
in Singapore, Hong Kong, London and Cairo, in 1971 she made headlines with
the first radio interview granted by The Princess Anne.
She became the first non-white reporter on Australian television in 1974 and in
1983 the first female posted abroad when she was appointed Beijing
correspondent by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
Photo :Helene’s stowaway bike

Photographic opening
The first photographic exhibition to be displayed in the Hobart Lord
Mayor’s Court Room was opened by the Honourable lord Mayor
Alderman Ron Christie, on the 25th July. The exhibition was from Kaifeng,
Henan, a province in Central China’s Yellow River Valley. This area is
widely recognised as the place where Chinese civilization originated. The
Director of the Chinese Cultural Centre, Sydney Mr Chen Shuang
organised the exhibition with the collaboration of Tasmanian artist Chen
Ping and the Chinese Cultural Association Tasmania.
Chen Shuang presented Alderman Christie with a silk scroll
depicting the ninety nine rooms of the Forbidden City, in
Beijing.
Photos; From
left Mr Chen,
Lord Mayor
Mr Christie,
Chen Ping, Ald.
Christie and
Mr Chen
Shuang.

Insight into the Mioa and Dong Minorities.
Thursday the 26th July ACFS event was an
insight to the Mioa and Dong ethnic
groups of China. Maggie McKerracher
spoke of her personal experiences
accompanied with the photos she took
when she participated in an ACFS tour in
April, 2018. This niche tour showcased
the authenticity of China’s minorities.
Ethnic minorities are of great
importance in China and the world, and
politically highly sensitive everywhere.
The group where accorded special
performances and visits to local homes.
Maggie especially
enjoyed the Dong
architecture and
embroidery. The
food was superb
(local delicacies),
the singing and
dancing, as well as
trying to make
some of the ethnic crafts.

Photos: M McKerracher

Exhibition at
the Forbidden
City
In Beijing, the International Museum Day this year was

activities in rural areas and the city. It offers glimpses of

devoted to the new digital display of China's

period clothing and architecture.

most-celebrated ancient painting at the Palace Museum.
The museum brought the painting "Riverside Scene at
Qingming Festival" to life, using 360-degree holographic
technology and a 4D dome screen. The technology enables
visitors to immerse themselves in the masterpiece and
experience a virtual ride along the "river" to experience
the prosperity of the capital city of the Northern Song
Dynasty (960-112 This summer, Beijing residents as will

The Song dynasty original and the Qing versions, in the
Beijing and Taipei Palace Museums respectively, are
regarded as national treasures and are exhibited only for
brief periods every few years. The original painting is
celebrated as the most famed work of art from the Song
dynasty.
It was a treasured art work of the personal imperial

overseas audiences will have the opportunity to have just
such an immersive experience at the exhibition at the
Palace Museum, in the coming three years.
Along the River During the Qingming Festival, also known
by its Chinese name as the Qingming Shanghe Tu, is a
painting by the Song dynasty artist Zhang Zeduan
(1085-1145). It captures the daily life of people from all
walks of life and the landscape of the prosperous capital
Bianjing (present day Kaifeng, Henan) during the Northern
Song. The theme is often said to celebrate the festive spirit
and commotion at the Qingming Festival, rather than the

collections of emperors for centuries. As an artistic

holiday's ceremonial aspects, such as tomb sweeping and

creation, the piece has been revered and court artists of

prayers. The entire piece was painted in the handscroll

subsequent dynasties have made many re-interpretive

format. The content reveals the lifestyle of all levels of

replicas.

society from rich to poor as well as different economic

The exhibition is due to a partnership between the
Palace Museum and Hong Kong-based Phoenix
Satellite Television.
In 1010 during the World Expo in Shanghai, a 3D
animated version of the painting displayed in the
China Pavilion attracted 9.28 million viewers. The
sights and sounds associated with this version where
truly remarkable.

Source

Photos clockwise: the

painting the bridge and gate, display at the Expo 2010

Memorial Fundraiser
The Chinese Funerary burner and memorial stone at the Weldborough
Cemetery is in vital need of repair. The Guan De Temple (Joss House) that
was once in the Chinese Camp till the 1930s, is in the Launceston Queen
Victoria Museum and Art Gallery. This burner, a single grave stone and the
large Chintock burial plot, is all that remains in the town of the hundreds of
Chinese who came to Thomas Plains
(Weldborough) and surrounding
district to seek their fortune.
The St Helens council are sending an
excavator to do some preliminary
work around the funerary burner and memorial. This will include removing a
large stump beside the burner. The Friends of the St Helens History Room
know that this is an important reminder of this area’s history. They are
offering to restore the oven and surrounding cast iron fence but they have
limited resources. In light of this a fund will be set up next month to accept
donations to help with the restoration. As you may see from these latest
photos they are in danger of collapsing.

Photos: S Mundy

Any donations to this worthwhile prject would be greatly appreciated and can be direct debit to :
Friends of St Helens History Room and Museum Inc.

BSB 067 018

A/C No 10063216 Please quote burner.

Moorina Cemetery

While the Weldborough memorial (which is in the Break of
Day Council) is neglected the one in the Moorina cemetery
has always been well maintained (Dorset Council). Even
though Moorina did not have the hugh population of
Chinese miners that where at Weldborough it was still a
significant meeting place. Pictured above is part of a four
sided

showing the history of the area and the Chinese

who worked and lived here. It is just outside the cemetery
gate.

Photos: S Mundy

Right: CCAT treasurer Mr.
W Lo, Vice-president Mr B
Chung and President Mr D
Chan enjoy the opening of
the Henan Photo Exhibition
at the Lord Mayors
Courtroom on July 25th.
Left: Young singers
performing for the Chinese
Day Care which is held
every Thursday at the CCAT
Club House.

CCAT Upcoming Events
As the end of 2018 is fast approaching the Chinese Community Association of Tasmania Inc. is already working on
the next Lunar New Year Festival, for the year of the pig.
2019 is also the 50th Anniversary of the Chinese Community Association of Tas. Inc. The inaugural meeting was held
in October 1969. The first Clubhouse, purchased by donations from the Tasmanian Chinese community, was at 120
Albert Road Moonah. The present Clubhouse in Hobart was also purchased with donations from CCAT members,
fundraising and the sale of the Albert Road property. The CCAT Inaugural President Mr Charles Chung at aged ninety
six still takes an active part in events organised by the Clubhouse.

Planning is underway in order to celebrate this

important milestone. The CCAT website will keep you informed as details for this event unfolds.
ccathobart@gmail.com

Mid Autumn Festival
Mid-Autumn Festival. (Zhong Qiu Jie), falls on the 15th day of the 8th month
according to the Chinese lunar calendar. The Mid-Autumn Festival is the second
grandest festival in China after the Chinese New Year. It takes its name from the
fact that it is always celebrated in the middle of the autumn season. This year
the festival falls on the Monday 24th September. This is a harvest festival that
has its history dating back over 3,000 years to the Shang Dynasty when people
thanked the moon god for the harvest. It is still a time of giving thanks. The Mid Autumn Festival is a time for families to
spend special time together and celebrate with moomcakes. In China lanterns will be found everywhere to the delight of
Children. There will no doubt be some celebrations in Hobart that will be advertised closer to the date.

In China
Mobile Payments

Environmental Tax Policy

Chinese banks saw a surge in mobile payments in 2017,

On January 1, 2018, the Chinese government

official data showed on March 2018

implemented a new environmental tax policy,

Banking institutions handled 203 trillion yuan ($32
trillion) in mobile payments, up 28.8 percent, according
to the People’s Bank of China (PBOC).
A total of 37.6 billion payments were made through
mobile banking services, an increase of 46.1 percent,
the PBOC said.
China’s mobile payment sector has seen rapid
development, driven by improved Internet
infrastructure, increased use of mobile phones and
innovations in financial services.

effectively ending the pollutant discharge fee that had
been in effect for the past 40 years.
China's first environmental tax declaration period
started on April 1st 2018..
Under the Environmental Protection Tax Law,
companies and public institutions that discharge listed
pollutants directly into the environment are subject to
taxes for producing noise, air, and water pollution, as
well as solid waste.

Many countries now accept mobile payment services by
Chinese tourists, with Alibaba's Alipay covering 36
overseas countries and regions and Tencent's WeChat
Pay more than 20.
It is believed that the booming mobile payment industry
in the country is partly due to simplicity. Unlike Western
mobile payment services, which require businesses to
install expensive equipment before customers can use
them, in China all it takes is a QR code and a
smartphone.

He said the tax gives companies an incentive to cut
emissions and upgrade production technology, as the
mechanism charges them based on the amount of
pollutants discharged.
Nationwide, over 260,000 entities have already started
to pay the environmental tax, which is applicable only
to companies, public institutions, and other business
operators.

Corporate Bankruptcy
Chinese courts received 9,542 new cases concerning corporate bankruptcy in 2017, an increase of 68.4 percent
compared with the previous year, according to the Beijing Supreme People's Court (SPC). Bankruptcy reorganization
has helped companies that were facing bankruptcy but still had value and hoped to reemerge, while bankruptcy
liquidation helped weed out "zombie enterprises," or unprofitable firms burdened with debt, mismanagement or
overcapacity, said Liu Guixiang with the SPC.
By the end of 2017, 97 courts had established liquidation and bankruptcy tribunals to facilitate the trial and
settlement of bankruptcy cases. In early 2015, only five courts in China had such tribunals.

Visa Free

Beijing’s New Airport

Hainan, China's southernmost island province started a

Beijing's new international airport will be completed

30-day visa-free policy for people from 59 countries on

by the end of the year and meet navigation

May 1. Under the policy, individuals from the 59 countries

conditions by September 2019.

can visit the province for 30 days visa-free, as long as they

The terminals area will cover 700,000 square meters,

book their tours through travel agencies.

four runways and 268 aircraft stands.

Source; Beijing Review/ China Today

Unique Yellow Sea Spring Birdwatching Tour
05-14 May 2019

Led by Brian Boyd

Brian Boyd - Tour Leader

Highlights

Brian Boyd was a trade union activist and official for

• Rudong, Jiangsu. Tens of thousands of migratory

four decades.

shorebirds and woodland birds including Saunders

However his other passion, bird-watching, started

Gull, Black-faced spoonbill, the endangered

nearly sixty years ago. At Morwell Primary School

Spoon-billed Sandpier, and Nordmanns Greenshank

he became a member of the Gould League.

flock to this area in Spring.

Today as an active Member of Birdlife Australia, Brian

• Hangzhou, Zhejiang. Crested Ibis may be spotted.

continues his lifelong love of all things ornithological.

• Wuyuan, Jiangxi. Blue-crowned Laughingthrush,

He has criss-crossed Australia many times, including

endemic Masked Laughingthrush, Hwamei, Grey-sided

visits through its far northern rainforests, thirteen deserts

Scimitar Babbler, Short-tailed Parrotbill, Dusky Fulvetta,

and a number of key offshore pelagic waters, in search

Chinese Bamboo Partridge, and other woodland birds

of many elusive bird species.

including Pied Falconet, Red-billed Leiothrix, Red-billed

Birds like the orange-bellied parrot, regent honeyeater

Starling, Red-billed Blue Magpie, Chestnut Bulbul,

and forty-spotted pardalote were hard worked for

Grey-headed Parrotbill and more may be spotted.

‘gets’ along the journey.

• Led by China Coastal Waterbird Census surveyors

Brian says bird watching is now in his DNA and he

team who have been working as volunteers for over 10

loves encouraging others to enjoy its unique pleasures.

years.

ACFS has been arranging tours to China since 1963.
For a full itinerary contact China Best Tours

CBT Holidays Toll free 1300 886 678

Or Australia China Friendship Society Ltd Email: hanley@iinet.net.au

Tour itinerary departure Australia to Shanghai
Day 1: 05 May (Sun) Australia

Shanghai

Today you will fly to Shanghai, upon arrival, please collect your luggage and meet your tour guide and drive to the
hotel for 1 night. Accommodation at Shanghai Central Hotel 4*
Sydney flight: MU562 1100/1920 by China Eastern Airlines
Melbourne flight: MU738 1100/1940 by China Eastern Airlines
Brisbane flight: CX156 0050/0730 to Hong Kong, then connect the flight KA864 0910/1200 onto Shanghai by Cathay
Pacific Airlines.
Adelaide flight: CX174 0625/1345 to Hong Kong, then connect the flight KA896 1600/1835 to Shanghai by Cathay
Pacific airlines.
Perth flight: CX170 2355-1/0745 to Hong Kong, then connect the flight KA864 0910/1200 to Shanghai by Cathay
Pacific Airlines.

Tour itinerary departs Shanghai for Australia
Day 10: 14 May Shanghai Australia Meal: B
Today you will be transferred to the Shanghai Pudong Airport for your flight to Australia.
Return to Sydney flight: MU562 2000/0900+1
Return Melbourne flight: MU737 2005/0900+1
Return Brisbane flight: KA871 0800/1100 to Hong Kong, then connect the flight CX157 1245/2320 to
Brisbane
Return Adelaide flight: KA877 1325/1615 to Hong Kong, then connect the flight CX173 1845/0505+1 to
Adelaide
Return Perth flight: CX365 0940/1230 to Hong Kong, then connect the flight CX171 1450/2235 to Perth

Price and Inclusion:
ACFS member price: $5750.00 per person，Non-member price: $5850.00 per person
Single supplement: $780.00
***Minimum group number: 10 people***
Inclusions:
1. Twin share at the hotels as mentioned in the itinerary or similar.
2. Fully inclusive tour with English speaking guide, entrance fees, meals as per itinerary.
3. China Eastern Airlines airfare departing from Sydney, Melbourne, to Shanghai and return on economy class
including taxes and fuel surcharges.
4. Cathay Pacific Airlines airfare departing from Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth to Shanghai and return on economy
class including taxes and fuel surcharges.
5. First class train tickets Shanghai-Hangzhou, Wuyuan-Shanghai.
6. Travel by air-conditioned coaches whilst in China.
7. Chinese tea and one glass of soft drink included in all lunches and dinners.
8. All tipping.
9. Local escort from China Coastal Waterbird Census surveyors’ team.
10. CBT travel wallet and travel bag.

Exclusions:
1. China Visa application fees.
2. Personal expenses.
3. Travel insurance (Strongly recommended
*Terms and Conditions apply

