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ACFS Ltd. Biennial National Conference 2018
The biennial ACFS National Conference AGM was held in Melbourne on 25th May-27th May. The agenda at the conference
was to elect the 2018/19 executive members, lectures, workshops on topics relating to ACFS and general business.
Information on the outcomes of the workshops will be discussed at our next committee meeting.
The Bill Morrow Lecture was held in the Federal Room, Parliament
House, Spring Street Melbourne, on Friday 25th May. Bill Morrow was a
founding member of ACFS in 1951 and also a staunch supporter of China.
He lobbied for the recognition of the new Peoples Republic of China
from when it was formed in 1949.
Victorian ACFS President, Mr. Antony Leong welcomed the guests.
National President Dr. Ross Gwyther, Mr Zeng Jianhua Deputy
Consul-General Victoria/Tasmania also addressed the audience.
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The lecture was delivered by the Hon. Philip Dalidakis MLC, Minister for Trade & Investment,
Innovation, Digital Economy & Small Business. Mr Dalidakis had just returned from China
and although he had not had any family time in the last several weeks, he said that he
would not miss the opportunity to speak on China! Mr Dalidakis spoke of the enormous
potential for trade with China, his enthusiasm for the AFL game in Shanghai that he had just
attended and on a personal level his gratitude to China and its people for his very existence.
Mr Dalidakis spoke of his Chinese connection telling how his grandparents who were Jewish
escaped from Germany in 1939. They were among the large number fleeing the Nazis who
received shelter in Shanghai where his mother was born. He and his family have since
returned to Shanghai where his mother is featured in a photographic collection at the Shanghai Jewish Museum.

Opening of AGM
The conference was opened by Mr Cai Wei, Charge d’Affaires Chinese Embassy
Canberra. Mr Cai spoke of ACFS dedication to China’s acceptance in the early years
of the PRC and how its friendship even in these trying times has not wavered.
Other key note speakers were:
Head of CPAFFC Delegation, Mr Xu Fenghua:
People toPeople friendships past and
present.
Professor Yao Yao, Peking
University/China Public Diplomacy
Association: The west’s conception
of Chinese peoples.
President PCFA, Dr Hirio Ottino: The Pacific China Friendship Association
and its role in the future.
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ACFS Ltd. Dinner
The ACFS Ltd. National Dinner was hosted by the Consul-General
Zhao Jian at the Consulate of Peoples Republic of China in
Melbourne.
Ms Louise Clayton (ACFS Victoria) was awarded Life Membership in
appreciation of her many years of service to ACFS and her tireless
work as National Editor of the Australian-China Review.

ACFS Ltd. National Executive Board of Directors
President: Ms Robin Matthews (First female President of ACFS)
Senior Vice-President: Jan Everett
Junior Vice-President: John Breheny
Hon. Secretary: Don Wilson
Treasurer: Douglas Chen
Tours Co-coordinator: Roz Hanley
Website Manager: Hua Zhao
Pacific China Friendship Association Convener: Anthony Leong
WA Director: William Chi

NT Director: Shu Qin Li

Dinner and BBQ Gathering
Vic. Vice-President Tower Liu arranged dinner on the last
night of the conference where the CPAFFC Delegation
enjoyed pasta and dessert.
On the final day of the delegation visit, Liz and John
Breheny hosted our Chinese friends at a BBQ at their home.
It was a great way to finish the conference and relax. Thank
you to ACFS Vic. for a great conference, to Tower Liu and
Anthony Leong for photos and Liz and John for opening
their
home.

A banquet was held at the
Chinese Community
Association of Tas. Club
House on Sunday 20TH May
to celebrate the
renovations that were
funded in part by a grant
from the Tas. Gov.& Strong
Community Fund.
Dinners watched as CCAT
President Daniel Chan dotted the eyes, ears etc; to awaken Wendal Tan’s new dragon.
VIP guests were Federal MP
Andrew Wilkie, Attorney
General and Minister for Arts
Elise Archer MP, Hobart Lord
Mayor Ald. Ron Christie,
Home Affairs
Liaison Officer
Justin Clifford
and those from
local
businesses that
had overseen
the
renovations. The Chintock family also had their first visit to the
CCAT Club House.
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CCAT President Daniel Chan
Mr Daniel and Mrs lily
Chan with Tasmanian
Premier The Hon. Will
Hodgman. The Chan’s
attended Government
House with family and
friends where Daniel was
awarded his AOM.
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Shanghai Youth Camp 2018
17th July -26th July.
ACFS realises that these programs require a substantial
amount of notice for parents and teachers, as well as
those organizing the overseas trip. This youth camp in
Shanghai is held annually and if you know of a student
who may fit the criteria and is interested in attending
please keep it in mind for next year. Information will be
posted on the ACFS Ltd. website when the 2019
In July the Shanghai Peoples Association for Friendship

applications become available. This year’s successful

with Foreign Countries (SPAFFC) and the Shanghai Youth

applicant for chaperone is Marianne Cronin.

Federation will sponsor an international youth camp in
Shanghai for 10 days. Participants will have the

Marianne has a Master of Education - Murdoch University,

opportunity to experience various customs of

Western Australia (included Educational psychology,

Shanghainese culture, food, Chinese language, calligraphy

Leadership, and a Cross Cultural education dissertation).

dance and song.

Bachelor of Education - Murdoch University, Western
Australia

Four students submitted
by Rafie Dodds, Chinese
Language Teacher at Mt.
Lawley Senior High School
WA. have been selected
by the ACFS Ltd. Directors
to participate in this
year’s camp from the

Valuable Reference Book

From August 1992 -January 1993 Marianne was an
Exchange Lecturer –Guangdong Foreign Languages
University PRC and from 2002 (April to June) English as a
Second Language (ESL) teacher Suzhou Secondary College,
PRC.
Marianne will make an apt leader for the youth camp.

History of ACFS WA

The book Showcasing Tasmania and the Connection

All ACFS branches are in the process of recording

to Fujian China is a valuable reference on the

the history of ACFS in their state. Western Australia

relations between Fujian and Tasmania since they

is the first one to be printed. Roz Hanley presented

became sister state/province cooperation’s 36 years

a copy of The History of ACFS WA to Prof. Yao Yao.

ago. This book covers all aspects of the connections
between Tasmania /Fujian both in Government and
private contacts, in trade tourism, education, arts,
sciences, music, and people to people exchanges etc.
Tony Hope and Jason Xu, authors of the book, have
been informed that a major State owned company in
Beijing wishes to talk with them for a version of the
book to be published in China. The book has received
positive comments from the Chinese community in
Sydney and elsewhere including of course China.

The 5TH SHANGHAI GET-TOGETHER WRITING CONTEST
There is still time to submit your essays to the Shanghai
Writing Contest
Entrants eligibility:
Foreigners who are living, working or travelling in Shanghai,
China, or those who have done so in the past.
How to submit:

Entries should be emailed before August 31,
2018 to writingcontest2018@163.com
Contents: Your work should be related to one or more of the following:
1. Your impression of the city of Shanghai, such as its architecture, people and style of life;
2. Your Shanghai story, whether you are an expat living there, or just a traveller;
3. How Shanghai affected you or changed your life;
4. What you miss about Shanghai;
5. Your views or comments on the “Window of China” or “Window of Shanghai” books or its related collections,
exhibitions and events;
6. Your thoughts on Chinese culture and its influence on the world.
Note:
1. Writing in English or Chinese is preferred;
2. Each article should be at least 200 Chinese characters, or 500 English words in length;
3. Only files in .doc, .docx or .txt formats will be accepted;
4. Entries should be emailed before August 31, 2018 to writingcontest2018@163.com;
5. Please provide your contact information, including your nationality, address and telephone number;
6. By submitting your work, you are deemed to have confirmed that your submission to the Contest is your own
original work, and agreed that it can be published in public media or used for other non-commercial purpose at the
organizers’ discretion.
Prizes:
First prize: One winner will receive 5,000 yuan
Second prize: Two winners will receive 3,000 yuan each
Third prize: Three winners will win special gifts
Fourth prize: 20 winners will win souvenirs
First and second prize winners who live abroad will be provided with round-trip air tickets from their country to
Shanghai.

AFL in Shanghai
Port Adelaide has maintained its Shanghai supremacy,
downing Gold Coast by 40 points in a wet-weather slog at
(Adelaide Arena) Jiangwan Stadium on 20th May 2018.
The Suns fought hard to deliver an improved performance
from their loss in last year's inaugural China game, but were
no match for the resurgent Power.
Port's 11.16 (82) to 6.6 (42) victory over the Suns on Saturday lifted them to fourth on the ladder after that match.

REPORT ON A VISIT TO ETHNIC MINORITY AREAS OF GUANGXI AND GUIZHOU
The visit lasted from 22 April to 3 May 2018. It began in Guangzhou, but principally Guilin, Guangxi, and ended in Guiyang,
Guizhou. It is not the purpose of this report to describe everything that happened but to make thematic observations and
to evaluate the tour, from various points of view, including the friendly understanding of China and organization.

Focus of the Visit
The focus was three specific ethnic minorities. These are
 the Zhuang 壮族, the most populous of
China’s ethnic minorities, who are
concentrated mostly in Guangxi;
 the Dong 侗族, concentrated around the
north of Guangxi and south of Guizhou; and
 the Miao 苗族, who live more broadly not only in Guangxi and much of Guizhou, but also in Yunnan and
elsewhere.
We visited many villages of these three peoples and got to know much about their customs, arts, architecture, lifestyle
and history. We also met a few Yao people and also members of a few other ethnic minorities.
The types of places visited were mostly villages and museums. These were remarkably diverse, with each village visited
showcasing a different form of art and achievement. We also had a very nice cruise and interacted with people, making
friends and learning to appreciate other cultures.
One particularly frequent form of art was performance, especially song and dance. However, in addition, we were able to
view, enjoy and study, the principally Dong forms of architecture, the drum tower 鼓楼 and wind-and-rain bridge 风雨桥.
In several Miao and Dong villages we saw song-and-dance performances of high standard.

Villages
The range of villages visited was wide. They are too numerous to list, but some
worth special mention are the following.

Pingan 平安 in Longsheng, Guangxi. This is a Zhuang village, high up on a
hill. Getting to the village involves a steep walk up the hill. Most of our
members did the climb, but I paid extra to go up in a sedan chair. Coming
down, two others joined me. The village itself is extremely beautiful,
featuring Zhuang people and their customs. We were given a display, for
instance, of a Zhuang woman braiding her long hair in the Zhuang manner.
Zhaoxing 肇兴, also in Guangxi, is the world’s biggest Dong
village. It retains Dong features very strongly, including
several drum towers and wind-and-rain bridges. It is very
clean and well kept, and we were able to experience Dong
song dance and relax, Dong style, on the wind-and-rain
bridges.
This village also has many Western features, including a very
nice coffee shop and clean roads and shops.
Shidong 施洞 Village near Kaili in Guizhou is the centre of a
major festival to be discussed in more detail below.

Museums
We went to a Dong ethnic museum in Zhaoxing and a more general ethnic museum covering Southeast Guizhou 黔东南
in Kaili. Both are extremely well presented. They are designed to show the history, customs, arts and lifestyle of the ethnic
minorities in a friendly light. It is very clear that the government has spent a great deal of money on them and given them
a high priority. They are clean and well looked after. They are detailed and interesting, showing both great knowledge and
great sensitivity.
We also had an open-air performance in a special performance area in Zhaoxing, as well as Miao open-air performances in
Guangxi and Langde 朗德, Guizhou.
We attended several outdoor performances of ethnic song and dance. Most of it is by folk 民间 (amateur) performers.
They certainly show enthusiasm and skills. In some, especially Miao, performances, it is the women who do nearly all the
dancing, while men play musical instruments. But it was my impression that in fact more women took part than men. In
Langde, the old people were given a special chance.

Festivals
The museums told us quite a bit about various festivals of the Miao, Dong and
other ethnic groups.
We were able to attend one of these, called the Sisters Festival 姊妹节, which
took place in Shidong 施洞 Village outside Kaili. This lasted several days. It is
traditionally a courtship festival, with the women dancing during the day and
trying to attract a suitable man. The follow-on of the dancing happen in the
evening or night, and we did not take part in that.
The main part of the festival
includes a procession,
mostly of women dressed in their traditional clothing. They come village
by village, a very long procession. The occasion we witnessed began at
the high school of the village, and went to a circular platform outside
the village. We wanted to go by car, but the traffic was seriously
jammed. Although we did use some time in the traffic jam, we were
able to get to the dance and spend some time there. This dance was
characterized by a smooth rhythmic walking round in big circles,
accompanied by a Miao drum located right in the centre of the circular
mound.
There were many
other tourists and
journalists there too,
mostly Chinese but quite a few foreigners also. It seems to me that this
festival has become a tourist attraction, even though it retains a great
deal of its social value. It is also a chance for people to dress up and get
together for a day’s celebration. Yet it must be added that the clothes
and silver and other decorations in the Miao headgear is quite heavy and
must be tiring for people who might have come a very long way to take
part. Overall, however, this was for me and our group a completely
unforgettable experience, as well as a very pleasant one.

Embroidery
Embroidery is an important art among the minorities in Guangxi
and Guizhou. We stopped at the house of a master embroiderer
called Yang Yueying 杨月英. What struck me about this was several
things. Firstly she is Dong, but her husband is Zhuang. There is a
fairly large family with four generations, the youngest now being
five years old or so and they are Yueying’s grandsons. Secondly, the
house where they live is quite large and modern, even though it is
set in a rural environment. They have television and an air
conditioner, and the bathrooms are quite hygienic. Thirdly, she had
two students in her house. Both are keen but don’t pay for the
tuition. She said they will go out to
sell the results of their embroidery
and make money themselves. Fourthly, the government is obviously putting a lot into
preserving this ancient art of embroidery. They organize competitions and things like that.
Yang Yueying had several prizes for her work, and was very proud of that. On the other
hand, she complained that the art was in decline. Young people don’t care about it so
much now and many of them go to the cities where they can make more money than in
the villages. She is sad about the decline of the art. Some are saying that it could die out
in the foreseeable future, despite strong government efforts to preserve it.
On our last day in Kaili we also went to the house of a remarkable master embroiderer
called Madam Xu 徐. She had been out among all the Miao
peoples and understood the intricate details of the differences
among them and also how to study them. She also had a very
good collection of embroidery herself, some of it very old and
precious. Some of it was for sale, some not. We didn’t actually
buy anything, although
I think she wanted us
to. I thought this was
among the most
impressive things we
saw during the tour.

Food
The tour included three meals a day. These were all good. They showcased local
food, and all were well prepared and delicious. Many of the villages we went to
provided lunch, with good quality and generous quantity. I do not recall a single
meal that I would describe as below standard. One instance that stands out for
me was in Langde, where we were given lunch by a Miao woman in her own
home, with wonderful food and a spectacular view over the valley below.
Almost all hotels provided excellent buffet-style breakfasts, featuring both
Chinese and Western food. Our guide took us out to coffee in a very nice
Western-style coffee shop in Zhaoxing, and we were also able to find several
coffee shops on our own.

Organization
I find it difficult to praise the organization enough. It was all excellent. Virtually everything was done on time and according
to plan. Both guides were well informed, helpful, efficient, sensitive to local customs and hard-working. They both had
charming personalities.
Our guide for the whole trip was Ricky Yang 杨翊. He was extremely reliable, sensitive to our needs and efficient in
fulfilling them, and very active in answering our questions and interpreting for us accurately and well. The guide for the
last part of Guangxi and for Guizhou was Yang Rongcheng 杨荣成, himself a Dong, but also very knowledgable about the
Miao and other minorities and sensitive to their feelings. Mr Yang shone with enthusiasm for his own people the Dong as
well as being very much a citizen of China and the world. Our driver Mr Peng 彭 drove safely and smoothly and at all
times gave us a feeling of confidence and
security.

Tradition and Modernity
It is very clear to me that the Chinese
government wants to preserve the
traditional culture of the ethnic minorities.
The attention given to the tradition in the
museums, in the folk song-and-dance
performances in the villages, the local costumes, the embroidery, the wind-and-rain bridges, the drum towers, the tea
ceremonies, the hair-braiding, and many other examples, is something that struck me very forcefully during the tour. It is
also obvious that the government is spending a lot of money to retain the traditions.
But at the same time, this place has become very modern. The freeways that we went along during the trip are simply
wonderful compared with what it was like when I visited before. The high-speed trains are an example to the world, with
the best system probably anywhere. The city of Yangshuo, already mentioned, is an example of how modern the region
has become.
Tourism has a place in all this. Genuine tradition can make money because it’s something people from outside, whether
foreign or Chinese, want to see. Tradition is good for commerce. The number of shops with people selling things that
reflect their pride in their own tradition, has to be seen to be believed. Of course this is a good thing, because it
contributes to prosperity and a higher standard of living.

Overall Evaluation
Overall, this was a truly excellent tour. It certainly fulfilled the aims of spreading friendship between Australia and China,
of instruction about the ethnic minorities of Guangxi and Guizhou and of sheer enjoyment. Our group got on well and, if
there were personality clashes, I was not aware of them. As tour leader I was able to engage in good discussions with
members of the group and about ethnicity and ethnic relations in China. Personally I learned a great deal and enjoyed the
tour greatly.
I would recommend it very strongly indeed to anybody interested in China or in ethnicity. Ethnic minorities are of great
importance in China and the world, and politically highly sensitive everywhere. This tour is a great way to learn more
about those in China at the same time as enjoying spectacular scenery and hospitality, with excellent guides and services.
Professor Colin Mackerras 4 May 2018
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Festival in China
Yogurt Festival
Interested in seeing this festival in Tibet which will
be held between August 21 and August 27, 2018?
Book with your travel agent now.
According to the Tibetan calendar, the Shoton
Festival is traditionally celebrated from the end of
the sixth month to the beginning of the seventh
month in areas inhabited by people of Tibetan
ethnicity, such as Tibet, Qinghai, Gansu, Sichuan, and Yunnan. Following the Tibetan New Year, the Shoton Festival is one
of the most important festivals for Tibetans. In the Tibetan language, "Shoton" means "yogurt banquet"; therefore, the
festival is also known as the Yogurt Festival. During the celebration, people can watch Tibetan Opera and worship giant
Buddha images painted on Thangka scrolls. As such, the festival is also called the "Festival of Tibetan Opera" and the
"Sunning of the Buddha."
The traditional Shoton Festival celebrations start with the ceremony of the Sunning of the Buddha and feature activities
such as Tibetan Opera performances, horse shows, and yak racing. The celebrations are normally held in Norbulingka in
the western suburb of Lhasa. During the festival, Norbulingka and its surrounding woods resemble a newly built city with
colourful tents, bustling streets, and busy markets. Everyone sings and dances passionately, with the accompanying music
played on Tibetan musical instruments. These are the most vibrant days for local Tibetan people.
The Shoton Festival was officially added to China's
Intangible Cultural Heritage list in 2006. The Shoton
Festival originated in the middle of the 11th century as
a purely religious activity.

History of the Shoton Festival
The Gelug Sect of Buddhism includes a regulation that
between April and June according to the Tibetan
calendar, lamas are restricted from leaving the
monasteries in order to avoid stepping on and killing
very small residing beings. When the ban ends, lamas would go
from the monasteries and laymen would offer them sour milk and
perform Tibetan operas.
Just after 1642, the Gandain Phodrang (Paradise Palace) of the
Drepung Monastery became the political, spiritual and cultural
middle of Tibet. Tens of 1000's of people went there on a yearly
basis to offer yogurt to the lamas and to ask for blessings. The
Tibetan Opera troupes and wild yak dancing troupes all arrived to
compete. This is the way the Shoton Pageant started. China.org.cn

Unique Yellow Sea Spring Birdwatching Tour
05-14 May 2019
Led by Brian Boyd
Brian Boyd - Tour Leader

Highlights

Brian Boyd was a trade union activist and official for

• Rudong, Jiangsu. Tens of thousands of migratory

four decades.

shorebirds and woodland birds including Saunders’s

However his other passion, bird-watching, started

Gull, Black-faced spoonbill, the endangered

nearly sixty years ago. At Morwell Primary School

Spoon-billed Sandpier, and Nordmann’s Greenshank

he became a member of the Gould League.

flock to this area in Spring.

Today as an active Member of Birdlife Australia, Brian

• Hangzhou, Zhejiang. Crested Ibis may be spotted.

continues his lifelong love of all things ornithological.

• Wuyuan, Jiangxi. Blue-crowned Laughing thrush,

He has criss-crossed Australia many times, including

endemic Masked Laughing thrush, Hwamei, Grey-sided

visits through its far northern rainforests, thirteen deserts

Scimitar Babbler, Short-tailed Parrotbill, Dusky Fulvetta,

and a number of key offshore pelagic waters, in search

Chinese Bamboo Partridge, and other woodland birds

of many elusive bird species.

including Pied Falconet, Red-billed Leiothrix, Red-billed

Birds like the orange-bellied parrot, regent honeyeater

Starling, Red-billed Blue Magpie, Chestnut Bulbul,

and forty-spotted pardalote were hard work to find along

Grey-headed Parrotbill and more may be spotted.

the journey.

• Led by China Coastal Waterbird Census surveyors

Brian says bird watching is now in his DNA and he loves

team who have been working as volunteers for over 10

encouraging others to enjoy its unique pleasures.

years.

Contact jan7777@bigpond.com for more info on this tour. The itinerary will be published in next newsletter.

