
 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                    

                                      Next Meeting 

                               Friday July 26th at 7 pm 

In the ETC (English Teaching College), 1st Floor, BNZ House,  

                           140 the Square, Palmerston North.  

                       

            

                                                                                

Also known as “Dream of the Red Chamber” and “The Story of the Stone”, this novel is 

considered to be one of China’s four great literary masterpieces. It was written by Cao 

Xueqin during the Qin dynasty and is remarkable for its psychological scope, as well as 

Its precise and detailed observation of the life and social structures typical of 18th- 

century Chinese society. The novel tells of the fortunes of the wealthy Jia family who 

eventually fall out of favour with the emperor and their mansions are confiscated. 

It is a lengthy but much-loved work that over the years has been the subject of much  

scrutiny, conjecture and debate giving rise to a field of study devoted exclusively 

to the novel known as “Redology”.  

Flora Wang will tell us about the meaning and significance of this famous work.and 

why it has left such a lasting impression on Chinese culture.. 

 

                                                                     
 

 

The members attending enjoyed a showing of the greatly underrated New Zealand 

Film “Illustrious Energy” depicting the life of two Chinese immigrants who came 

to New Zealand in the 1890s to mine for gold in a remote valley in Central Otago..  
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An illustrated talk by Flora Wang 

 

 

 

 

 

This year the NZCFS Annual 
Conference had the theme “Dare 
to ask where to from here “(Gan 
wen lu zai hefang). It was hosted 
by the Wellington Branch of the 
Society and was opened on 
Friday evening by dancing 
performances from the Oriental 
Dance Academy. 
 
On Saturday there were key 
note addresses and 
presentations by Her Excellency 
Ms Wu Xi, Ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of China 
(above), Mr Xie Yuan, Vice-
President of the Chinese 
People's Association for 
Friendship with Foreign 
Countries, Mr Ray Wallace, Hutt 
City Council Mayor, Mr Mike 
Tana, Porirua City Mayor and 
Mr Dave Bromwich, NZCFS 
National President.  
 
The speakers emphasized that 
the way forward must involve 
improved people–to-people 
relationships and the building of 
better awareness and 
understanding between our two 
countries both at a government 
and local level.  
 

Report on the 

  National Conference  

 Wellington May 2019 

     At Our Last Meeting 

 



 

At the AGM the following office bearers were elected;- 

President: Maurice Alley 

Vice President: Anne Henderson  

Secretary: Flora Wang 

Treasurer: John Brunsden 

Committee: Josie Randall, Dorothy Alley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In April, Flora Wang and Janet Morris went to Newbury School to share some Chinese culture with the children and their 

teachers. Flora borrowed Anne's embroidered satin gown and Janet wore her brocade gown. They began with the legend 

of silk. The Queen Lei , Huang Di's wife, was having a hot cup of tea when a cocoon dropped into her cup. Trying to pick it 

out, she picked up a thread of silk instead!   The board book Very Hungry Caterpillar was used to show how a tiny egg 

developed into a cocoon. Various kinds of silk fabric were laid out for the kids to feel. 

Two tins of green tea from different parts of China were given to the school  

children to smell and tell the difference. Some quite large Chinese fans 

were also passed around for the children to look at. These had nice 

paintings of mountain views, the great canal, peony flowers, Chinese 

beauties, and the bamboo, chrysanthemum, orchid and plum blossoms, 

which survive coldness and loneliness, thus representing the character of 

endurance.  A set of tea kettles and  tea cups made in Jingdezhen for a 

wedding was also shown. 

 

The children were invited to dip the pen brushes into clear water and trace 

Chinese characters leaving an “ink” mark on special writing fabric.  

The teacher was worried about the mess on the carpet until Flora 

explained it was just water, not ink. A magic trick? . 

 

Luang Zheng (Flora’s son) played a piece of violin Nostalgia, based on a 

Mongolian lullaby. 

                        

                      

Rosy Look is back from Bazhong, Sichuan once again having visited the 
school in shich she has been assisting with English teaching for the last few 
years. We will be fortunate to have the opportunity to meet two more of the English teachers from Bazhong when they 
visit Palmerston North next month.  Rosy will host a pot-luck dinner for the visiting teachers early in the month. 
Time :  Friday August 9th at 6 pm   
Place :  48 Knowles St, Palmerston North 

Please RSVP to Rosy at rosylook51@gmail.com 

                                                                      

Maurice Alley  

July 19
th
 2019 

Chinese Culture visits Newbury School 

 

Coming up Next Month 

From left: Flora Wang, John Brunsden, Dorothy Alley, 

Maurice Alley and Anne Henderson. 

 Not present: Josie Randall 
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