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Newsletter August 2021 

Next Branch Meeting:  Wednesday 18 August 2021 at 6:30pm 

Documentary: Remembering Kathleen Hall 

At the NZCFS 2021 National Conference held 
in in Havelock North from Friday 21 May to 
Sunday 23 May, Hamilton Branch President, 
Northern Vice President, and He Mingqing 
Scholarship Committee Chair Miao Fan 
presented the work she and others had done 
in putting together a video and booklet on 
Kathleen Hall, the New Zealand missionary 
nurse in China known as He Mingqing. 
Kathleen Hall had worked in poor rural areas 
in China under extremely difficult conditions, 
had trained local nurses, and during the 
Chinese war against the Japanese invasion 
had smuggled medical supplies through 
Japanese lines to the Chinese 8th Route Army.   

We will be showing the video documentary of Kathleen Hall with subtitles at our August 
monthly branch meeting.   
 
 

September Branch Meeting:  Wednesday 15 September 2021 at 6:30pm 

Mooncake Making 

The Mid-Autumn Festival (simplified Chinese: 中秋节; traditional Chinese: 中秋節), also 
known as Moon Festival or Mooncake Festival, is a traditional festival celebrated by Chinese 
people and other East and Southeast Asian people. It is the second-most important holiday 
after Chinese New Year with a history dating back 3,000 years.  
 
The festival is held on the 15th day of the 8th month of the Chinese lunisolar calendar with 
a full moon at night. On this day, the moon is at its brightest and fullest size, coinciding with 
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harvest time in the middle of autumn. This year the Moon Festival is on 21st September. We 
will be making mooncakes at our September monthly meeting to prepare the celebration of 
this festival.  
 
Entry will be by koha (donation). Please email us at wgtnzcfs@gmail.com if you are 
interested in joining this event, so that we can start to prepare the ingredients.  

 

 
The following dates have been booked for the 2021 monthly meetings:  15/09, 20/10, and 
17/11. Please book these dates in your calendar!  
 
 
Our monthly meetings are now held at 
Newtown School Hall. 
 
The school is located on Mein Street, 
Newtown, Wellington (off Riddiford Street, 
car park entry from Mein Street alongside 
Wellington Hospital), and on bus routes 1, 
3, 12, 18e, 23, and 29. There is plenty of 
carparking onsite. 
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BRANCH MEETING REPORT  
 
At our July branch meeting, Lynette Shum spoke to members about a little-known, 
fascinating, and yet tragic piece of NZ-Chinese history, which all started over 100 years ago. 
 

 
 
Firstly, Lynette introduced us to the original story: 
 
The SS Ventnor (a British cargo steamship built in Scotland in 1901) was shipwrecked and 
sank off the Hokiangi Heads in 1902 with the loss of 13 crew and her cargo, including the 
bones of 499 Chinese gold miners who had died in New Zealand. 
 
Lynette is a third-generation Chinese New Zealander and Oral History Advisor at the 
Alexander Turnbull Library. She carried on the story, but with more details: 
 
The charitable association Cheong Sing Tong had chartered the SS Ventnor to return the 
remains of 499 bodies exhumed from 40 cemeteries in New Zealand to their homes in 
southern China. These men, mostly gold miners, were from the Poon Yu and Jung Seng 
districts of Guangdong Province. Nine elderly Chinese were also onboard as "coffin 
attendants", caring for the bones during the transit back to China. 
 
Lynette then told us about the fascinating modern history of this tragedy: 
 
In 2007, members of the early settler Chinese community were told the history of the SS 
Ventnor sinking. For some time after the sinking in 1902, remains had washed ashore and 
locals had carefully gathered them up. Some were destined to be sent to Auckland but had 
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ended up at the Rawene Police Station and, from there, according to local history, the 
Rawene cemetery. Other sets of remains were collected by local iwi (Te Roroa and Te 
Rarawa), who buried them in their own ancestral burial grounds. A meeting with iwi 
representatives confirmed this was the case and that knowledge of the remains and 
responsibility for care had been passed down from generation to generation to the present 
day. 
 
Since 2007, members of the Chinese community including direct descendants of those 
aboard the SS Ventnor have built relationships with the local iwi who have looked after the 
bones for all these years and have together honoured the memory of those whose bones 
were lost. A grove of 22 kauri trees was planted at the Waipoua Visitors Centre in the 
Waipoua Forest and a Chinese-inspired gate was constructed in the urupa at Mitimiti to 
memorialise the sinking.  
 

 

In April 2009 a representative group of Chinese descendants of those aboard the SS Ventnor 
travelled to the marae of Te Roroa and Te Rarawa to introduce themselves and to thank iwi 
for the care of their ancestors.  
 
The shipwreck itself was discovered in 2012 and is now a National Heritage Site.  
 
In April 2013, ongoing discussions between Chinese descendants and iwi culminated in the 
unveiling of two plaques and a kauri grove acknowledging the historical events and the iwi’s 
role. Some 100 Chinese New Zealanders attended the unveilings. 
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On 10 April 2021, a public monument was officially unveiled outside the Manea Footprints 
of Kupe Experience in Oponui. This monument lists the names of those onboard who 
drowned and the 499 who were to be repatriated. It also gives thanks to Te Roroa, Te 
Rarawa and the people of Hokianga for the ongoing respect and care shown to the bones 
which washed up on the beaches 119 years earlier.  
 
Credits: This report of Lynette Shum’s talk to the NZCFS (Wellington Branch), on 21st July 
2021 relies heavily on material sourced from the NZ Chinese Association Ventnor Project  
https://ssventnor.wordpress.com/. 
 
MANDARIN CORNER (WELLINGTON) 
 
Mandarin Corner (Wellington) is a weekly event where students learning Chinese meet with 
native speakers of Chinese for conversation and cultural activities in a friendly, relaxed 
setting, and is open to all levels. This year, Mandarin Corner is run online on Thursdays at 
6pm. Zoom ID 660 699 6275. For more information follow their Facebook page on 
https://www.facebook.com/ConfuciusInstituteWellington/  
 
BRANCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
 
President:  Chris Lipscombe 
Vice President and Treasurer:  Juping Zhou  
Secretary:  Vera Xu 
Committee Members:  Michael Dunwoodie, Liqin Mi 
Immediate Past President:  Kirk McDowall 
Honorary Advisors:  Luke Qin, Michael Powles 
 
WEBSITE https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/wellington-branch-of-the-nzcfs/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIVACY STATEMENT  
With the passing of the Privacy Act 2020, privacy protections for New Zealanders have been strengthened and 
there is a greater obligation on organisations like ours to take care of the information you share with us. We 
have adopted a privacy statement that describes how we will do this. If you have any questions about your 
privacy, please email the Secretary at wgtnzcfs@gmail.com. On acceptance of your membership subscription, 
you or the organisation you represent will become a member of the Wellington branch of the New Zealand 
China Friendship Society Incorporated ("the Society"). Your membership will expire on the 31st of December 
of the year to which the membership applies ("the expiry date"). The information you provide on this mem-
bership subscription form ("the information") will be held by us electronically in a Register of Members as 
required by the Incorporated Societies Amendment Act 2005 and will be removed from the current Register 
of Members following the expiry date. The information will be used by us to tell you about member events 
and activities and to send you notices of meetings. The information will be held securely by us and will be 
available for you to view at any time on application to the Secretary. The information may be shared with our 
parent organisation the New Zealand China Friendship Society Incorporated. We will not disclose the infor-
mation to any other parties, except where required by law. Non-current members will remain on our branch 
mailing list as supporters and we will continue to let you know about member events and activities. If you 
decide that you do not want to receive emails from us, you can 'unsubscribe' and we will remove you from 
our mailing list.  

Pay for your 2021 subscription here  
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2021 
 
You can complete the online form to join us or renew your membership, or complete the subscription 
form below.  
 
I/We would like to renew/commence membership of the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand 
China Friendship Society Inc. for 2021 (subscription period is January to December):  
 
q   Student (full time)  $20  q   Corporate  $50 
q   Single  $25  q   Institutional $40 
q   Family    $32 
 
Name:  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
                                                   (Surname)                                                     (Given names) 
 
Spouse’s/Partner’s Name: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
                                                   (Surname)                                             (Given names) 
 
Address: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
                                                                                                                         (Postal Code) 
 
Phone ……………………………………… Email ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Contact Person for Organisations:  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  

 
Payment total is as follows:  Payment method: 
Membership Subscription $ .............     q Payment by Direct Credit to: 
Donation $ .............  New Zealand China Friendship Society 
Total $ .............  Bank Account No 117200 0080836 11 

ANZ Bank  
 
Please add your name, reference “Subscription”, and code “2021” to your direct credit payment and 
email your completed form to wgtnzcfs@gmail.com 
 
q  Please tick if receipt is required. 
 
Note: Donations over $5 are tax-deductible. 
 
Charitable Trust Registration No: CC27242 
 


