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IMPORTANT MESSAGE  

there will be no meeting on 24 June 

Winter programme 

Over the winter months we will change our meeting time from 
the last Thursday of the month at night to a daytime meeting at 
the weekend. 

Our first winter meeting will be at the Fo Guang Shan 
Buddhist Temple, 2 Harakeke St, just off Riccarton 
Road, 12 noon, Sunday 27 June. 

We will be given a tour of the temple where our guide will 
explain how the temple functions and she will explain the 
significance of the religious symbols in the temple. We will also 
be able to view the Magnificence of Embroidery exhibition. YAO 
Hong Ying is an artist from Suzhou. 

This art exhibition features ancient Chinese painting, flowers 
and birds, oil paintings and portraits. Ms YAO uses both parallel 
and random stitches. The needle is her paintbrush, and the 
threads are the colours. She incorporates thin and thick threads, 
long and short stitches and different techniques of colour, 
layering and winding to create combinations of lines with rich 
expressions. 
Following the tour of the temple and the embroidery exhibition, 
those who wish can enjoy a meal at the temple restaurant.  
Meals range in cost from $12 - $20. 

NOTE:  Please email christchurch@nzcfs.com  
if you intend to come. 
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National Conference, 21 – 23 May, Havelock North  

Theme: What it means to be a friend of China 

Well, what a great conference we had; there were about 50 attendees, 
with all branches represented. Our branch was represented by branch 
president David Stringer, Vivien Qin, Dave Adamson, Alex Fraser, Simone 
Pearson and Joe Toner. Every speaker was interesting and every session 
was well worthwhile. It kicked off on the Friday evening with a brief 
overview of the conference by national president Dave Bromwich, 
followed by a very interesting talk on the apple industry, by Rex Graham, 
chair of Hawke’s Bay Regional Council, and how it related to Hawke’s Bay 
and China in particular. Sounds a strange subject I know, but Mayor 
Sandra Hazlehurst was unavailable at the last moment and he stepped in. 
His talk was followed by a very enjoyable session of drinks, nibbles and 
socializing, after which a lot of us went out to a Thai restaurant.  

Next morning kicked off with a speech of welcome and overview by 
National President Dave Bromwich. 

This was followed by a recorded video statement from Ambassador Wu 
Xi, affirming her appreciation of our society, and wishing the conference 
well.  

We then had a very interesting talk by our society's new patron, The Right Honourable Sir David Carter 
KNZM. He told us of his journey from being a town boy with a major allergy regarding cats, dogs, horses 
etc through to becoming a farmer for over 40 years, as well of course as a very successful career as a 
member of parliament for many years. One of the portfolios he held was that of Minister of Agriculture. This 
involved trips to China, and from that came his interest in that amazing country. His daughter Laura taught 
English in China for two years, which further increased his interest in China and its people and culture. He 
has a very friendly and personable manner, and people quickly warmed to him. His pride and passion to do 
his best as the new patron of our society was very evident. Local Labour MP Anna Lorck thanked Sir David 
for his address. 

Following this was a delightful performance by the Hawke’s Bay Youth Orchestra. Over the last five or six 
years the orchestra has been to its sister city of Guilin twice, with one return visit from Guilin Children’s 
Palace, and our society’s Rewi Alley Friendship and Exchange (RAFE) Fund has been able to help with the 
funding of those visits. Two of the young people in the orchestra gave us talks on their experiences in 
Guilin. For young people, activities like this leave a lasting impression which they will have through their 
lives. 

Naisi Chen, Labour list MP for Botany gave a very enthusiastic address on her life from when she arrived in 
New Zealand at five years of age. She spoke on the importance of the role charities play in New Zealand. 
She is very involved in the public, private, philanthropy, community and creative sectors, and in particular 
with people with disabilities. She said China needs YouTube. 

Liz Remmerswaal, a previous Hawke’s Bay regional councillor, New Zealand representative of World 
BEYOND War and recipient of the Sonya Davies Peace Award in 2017 spoke on the futility of war and the 
need to better understand other people and cultures, and complimented the society on the role it was 
playing in furthering this aim.  
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Maio Fan of the Hamilton branch spoke on the project From Aotearoa to Taihang Mountain, in memory of 
Kathleen Hall. The Kathleen Hall story is well known of course, but a short summary here will help. 
Kathleen Hall was born in Napier in 1896. She trained as a nurse in Auckland. 

In 1935 Kathleen, an Anglican missionary nurse from old St. Sepulchres in  

Auckland (now the Anglican Maori Mission), went to China and decided to work in Songjiazhuang which is 
in remote, mountainous, impoverished Quyang County in  

Hebei Province, southwest of Beijing.  She had shunned easier posts and chose instead villages where 
there was barely food for one meal a day and there were no medical supplies. The people came to know 
her as He Ming Qing. 

Her work behind the lines in the Sino-Japanese war was secret and extraordinarily courageous, and like 
Rewi Alley, her entire focus was on the welfare of the peasants. As he once said, “If Kathleen Hall was a 
man, she’d be a hero”.  

In 1989, Alley’s old friend Tom Newnham went to China to discover who this woman was.  Rewi had asked 
him to write her story. In Baoding, the closest city, Newnham met Madam Ma Baoru in the municipal 
foreign affairs office. He asked about He Ming Qing, Kathleen’s Chinese name.  Madam Ma was 
astonished; why would a foreigner want to know about a Chinese person?  She says “I accompanied Tom 
about a week and discovered that this was not a Chinese, this was a very special New Zealand woman 
who spoke fluently in the local dialect.  In this mountainous area, everyone still remembered her sixty years 
later. The old people shed tears when they spoke of her.”  

Our society has what we call the He Ming Qing scholarship, whereby young women are chosen from the 
poor villages to be trained as nurses so that they can then return to villages and work with the women; it's a 
great project which Kathleen Hall and Rewi Alley would have fully approved of.  

 

The Hamilton branch decided to put together the story of 
Kathleen Hall. This involved quite a lot of research, including 
finding old photos and film footage, and the recording of the 
story. This was put onto a memory stick, complete with a small 
booklet, and these were launched at the conference. The 
contents of the memory stick were shown to the attendees. 
Following the showing of her story, each of the young nurses 
came on screen and told us of their stories, which were very 
touching. We will have a showing of this at a future branch 
meeting.  

We then stopped for lunch, which was followed by the 
introduction of a new project to highlight New Zealanders who 
have been active in China over the last 100 years, and have 
known what it means to be a friend of China. There was a brief 
introduction to some of these Kiwis, followed by a Zoom 
connection to Madam Zhang Qian, Executive Vice President of 
the Beijing People’s Association of Friendship with Foreign 
Countries (Youxie) to speak on the theme. 
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This was followed by a discussion on the theme 
of the conference “What it means to be a friend of 
China”. It started off with the reading of 
contributions on the theme from several 
branches. There was then a panel discussion 
with introductions from panellists Christine Ward, 
Nelson; Michael Wang, Hamilton; Kelly Li, 
Tauranga; and Dave Bromwich, Hawke’s Bay.  

Following afternoon tea, the subject was then 
opened up to the floor of the conference for 
comment, of which there was plenty. The general 
feeling was most favoured a focus on people-to-
people friendship, while acknowledging the need 
to find ways to work with the Chinese 
Government and its agencies in order to 

accomplish our goals, and that the society is here to offer the hand of friendship to the people of China and 
the need to continue to educate New Zealanders on the true China. This session was facilitated by society 
life member and media expert George Andrews of the Auckland branch. 

 

 

By the time this session finished at about 5:00pm, I think 
we all felt we had had a very busy and interesting day; 
excellent speakers, good subject matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This gave us about two hours to have a break, freshen up and then 
come back for the conference banquet, which was held at the same 
venue. The theme of the food was Chinese and local fusion, fitting 
with the conference theme. We certainly enjoyed a range of 
flavours; I don't think I’ve eaten so much raw fish in my life; 
delicious! This was a great chance for us to socialize and have a 
good chat about the day's activities. 

During the meal we had a demonstration in martial arts by a local 
member. 

It was a superb conference; great speakers, great company, 
stimulating conversation. Considering the Hawke’s Bay branches is 
small, it was a credit to them. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday morning. This 
involved the election of officers, voting on rule changes, and 
presentation of reports.  

As an outcome of the election, the following are details of our 
society’s national executive for the coming year: 
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National President: 
Dave Bromwich (Hawke’s Bay) 

 

Vice Presidents: 

Northern: Miao Fan (Hamilton) 

Central: Chris Lipscombe (Wellington) 

Southern: Christine Ward (Nelson) 

 

Secretary: 
Nicholas Dynon (Auckland) 

 

Treasurer: 
Kylie Murdoch (Hamilton) 

 

Executive members: 

Mark Price (Auckland) 

Kelly Li (Tauranga) 

Amy Tanabe (Hawkes Bay) 

Vivien Qin (Christchurch) 

Dave Adamson (Christchurch) 

 

 

China in the news 

China Wants to Boost Births. But It’s Wary of Losing Control. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/12/business/china-births-limits.html  

 

UK politicians unfit to discuss HK democracy 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202106/11/WS60c33a60a31024ad0bac66a3.html  

 

How China went from celebrating ethnic diversity to suppressing it 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jun/10/china-celebrating-diversity-suppressing-xinjiang-
communist-party  

 

 

 

A Century of Friendship towards a Shared Future 

On 11 May, the Beijing People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries held a webinar to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China.  

This is a link to the site  http://www.bjyx.org.cn/portal/xsbnmyyg/#/  if you scroll down on the site, you will 

notice there is a list of 83 prominent foreigners who are recognized as doing exceptional work for China. It 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/12/business/china-births-limits.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202106/11/WS60c33a60a31024ad0bac66a3.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jun/10/china-celebrating-diversity-suppressing-xinjiang-communist-party
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jun/10/china-celebrating-diversity-suppressing-xinjiang-communist-party
http://www.bjyx.org.cn/portal/xsbnmyyg/#/
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is a matter of great pride to all of us that five of them are New Zealanders; our national president Dave 

Bromwich, a previous national president Bill Willmott, Rewi Alley, Kathleen Hall and James Bertram. 

An invitation to observe this event went out to all the Chinese friendship societies around the world, and on 
the day over 180 people joined in via a Zoom meeting to this very interesting occasion. 

A number of people were invited to give speeches, and our society was very honoured to have our national 
president Dave Bromwich as one of them. 

The speeches were very interesting, and the intention is to put them in successive monthly national 
newsletters. The first one shown below is by our national president. Please be sure to read it because it is 
very interesting. 

 

Rewi Alley, Kathleen Hall, and other New Zealanders (Speech by Dave Bromwich) 

Fellow speaker Elspeth Sandys and Rewi Alley relative has provided us with Rewi Alley’s back-story and 
the path that directed his 60 years in China. His work has left us all with several legacies that are a solid 
foundation for much of NZCFS ongoing work in our relationship with China. 

Two are the Gong He cooperative movement, and the Bailie Education system. New Zealand China 
Friendship Society (NZCFS) has maintained a close engagement with both these legacies, and 
implemented a programme of support for rural cooperative development in the North-west of China. It 
remains one of NZCFS objectives to continue to offer capacity building training for cooperatives, but is now 
wishing that the approach can move into online courses that can reach a more extensive network of 
cooperatives. Discussion with the Bailie Schools in Gansu has begun, but progress has been impeded by 
the Covid pandemic. Rewi Alley was dynamic, we also need to look for a way to move this training 
approach forward.  

 A third legacy is his promotion to the world of what was really happening in the People’s Republic of China 
in its path to development. This gave birth to the NZCFS in 1952, through which Rewi Alley encouraged his 
New Zealand supporters to promote mutual understanding between the two peoples. 

NZCFS has strongly promoted this objective with regular exchange and delegation visits on a frequent 
basis. These have developed into a focus on a theme. For example, delegations of Young Professionals, 
including Environmental Scientists, Engineers, Town planners and Lawyers, have all provided opportunity 
for New Zealand and Chinese to engage and enhance understanding and develop relationships with their 
peers. A delegation of journalists provided a valuable insight into China, and we feel strongly that this 
needs to be repeated regularly. We are grateful for the assistance provided by Youxie organisations in 
arranging these delegation visits.  

 In the 100 years since the founding of the CPC, there have been a number of other New Zealanders who 

have worked in China and made contributions. Isobel Thompson, 伊思平, a New Zealand nurse working for 

Corso, spent over two years working in the International Peace Hospital in Changzhi, south-east Shanxi 
province. In Shanghai prior to her return to New Zealand, she worked for Song Qingling’s China Welfare 
League, meeting Madame Song several times. On her return to New Zealand, she spent time with 
Kathleen Hall while in transit in Hong Kong. 

Kathleen Hall, Chinese name He Ming Qing 何明清, a nurse with the Anglican Mission, spent many years 

in the service of community health in the north of China. First arriving in 1922, she spent a decade working 
in Mission hospitals in Datong, then Hebei province’s Hejian and Anguo. But she was keen to get to more 
remote areas to assist with the dire health conditions of the people in the Taihang mountain areas. She set 
up a clinic in Songjiazhuang village in Tangxian County of Baoding district and along with her Chinese 
nursing staff, set about healing the sick. The need for medical supplies necessitated travel to Beijing.  

Norman Bethune had heard of her work and selfless commitment to helping the poor back to health. He 
asked for her help to bring medical supplies to his field hospitals, set up to care for the war wounded. She 
agreed and made a number of trips to Beijing, requiring her to pass through Japanese checkpoints. These 
epic and dangerous journeys are a hallmark of Kathleen Hall’s bravery and spirit in her devotion to the 
common people. 

Rewi Alley’s mausoleum is in his beloved Shandan and his ashes scattered in the desert sands. Kathleen 
Hall’s ashes were sprinkled on the hill slopes above Songjiazhuang village in a ceremony in 1995. Both are 
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still commemorated in China. Their spirit remains an inspiration to the Chinese people who know of them. 
Both were closely involved with NZCFS. In NZCFS we commemorate both of them with our activity in 
China.  

As well as our work in Rewi’s legacy, NZCFS offers a Kathleen Hall Memorial Scholarship for young 
Chinese women to complete four years of tertiary nursing study. Our criteria for selection is that they come 
from poor families with limited ability to support their daughters through university, and, in the spirit of 
Kathleen Hall, they have passion and commitment to serve their communities after graduating. We are 
grateful for assistance from partners in China in assisting with the selection process. We have maintained 
contact with all our Kathleen Hall recipients. 

Through celebrating the contribution of our New Zealanders in China in the last 100 years, we can 
appreciate more of the struggles and achievements made in China during that period. NZCFS National 
Conference this year continues understanding with a  theme of “What it means to be a friend of China”. In 
many respects it is a need again becoming important. 

 

Other speeches will be published in future newsletters. 

 

 

 

Ashburton’s Chinatown update 

Members with good memories may recall the 
talk at our March 2017 meeting by Ashburton 
Mayor Donna Favel on the history of early 
Chinese settlers in Ashburton. To recap, the 
Chinese community in the South Canterbury 
town was established 100 years ago, when 
eight men emigrated from the Taishan district 
in China. Over the years the site on the 
outskirts of Ashburton grew to become a 
thriving community of about 90 people, which 
included shops and a communal cooking area. 
The buildings were now in a state of disrepair 
but the council and residents planned to change that. 

Yep Ng's father was one of the original eight Chinese immigrants who came to the Ashburton site, along 
with his four brothers and three cousins. 

He said by the 1950s the area included a fruit shop, commercial laundry, rice storerooms, market gardens, 
and a school room; it was the largest communal Chinese settlement in the South Island. 

Over the years it has fallen into a serious state of dereliction.Yep Ng and Cr Leen Braam at the pig pit oven 
at the site of the historical Chinatown on the outskirts of Ashburton 

Declared in 2019 a post-1900 archaeological site by Heritage New Zealand, it is a vital part of the region’s 
history and of New Zealand’s Chinese heritage.   
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The good news is the Winter 2021 edition of 
Heritage Quarterly advises that work started in 
early February with restoring and strengthening 
the buildings to a safe standard so that the site 
can be reopened as a community park in the 
future. The work is jointly funded by a Chinese 
Poll Tax grant, the Ashburton District  

The Chinese settlement on the outskirts of 
Ashburton was home to around 90 people at its 
height in the 1950's.  

Council and Heritage New Zealand. 
Interpretation panels are planned, as well as 
planting, walkways and picnic areas. 

 

 

Newsletter articles 

 

If you know of an activity or an article which you feel would be of interest to our readers, please let me 

know. My contact details are at the top of this newsletter. 

 

 

Branch Officers 
President: David Stringer  david@dhstringer.co.nz 
Vice President:  Vivien Qin   vivien.qin@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President: Graeme Tinkler gandgtinkler@gmail.com 
Vice President: William Qiu  nzpr.group@xtra.co.nz 

Branch Honorary Patron: Bill Willmott 
Treasurer:  Felicia Cheng  chengmengpingcn@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Gwynneth Tinkler  gandgtinkler@gmail.com 
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