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Newsletter July 2022 
  

Next Branch Meeting:  Wednesday 20 July 2022 at 6:30pm  

Liqin Mi: Overview of the National Conference and AGM   

Chris Lipscombe: First month as National President 

Due to the Covid situation, the monthly meeting in July is to be held online. Please 
email the secretary at wgtnzcfs@gmail.com if you are interested in joining the 
meeting. A Zoom invitation will be emailed to all members closer to the day. 

Our committee member Liqin Mi will 
give her personal report from the 
National Conference and AGM she 
attended last month.  

National Secretary Dave Adamson says, 
‘I've gone to every annual conference 
since about 2010, and this one was 
undoubtedly the best. Best organised, 
best venue, best speakers, best 
everything really.’ 

Wellington Branch President and newly elected National President Chris Lipscombe will 
talk about his first month as the National President. He will also cover some of the 
planned work and projects for the society for the coming year.  

The following dates have been booked for our monthly meetings: Wednesdays 17 
August, 21 September, 19 October, and 16 November. Please mark these dates in your 
calendar.  

 
BRANCH MEETING 22 June 2022 — MEETING REPORT  

Mystical Dumplings, Business and International Relations:  
Is it Time to Demystify? 
 
At our June branch meeting, Dr Hongzhi Gao spoke to members and friends, sharing his 
‘dumplings story’. He talked about his learning and work experiences across two cultures and 
shared his observations on changes in New Zealand-China relations over the past two decades.  

https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/wellington-branch-of-the-nzcfs/
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Hongzhi came to New Zealand in 2002 after university study and 
working in provincial government. His master’s area of study was 
on biotech strategy and his doctorate work was on marketing. Dr 
Gao shared his view of Kiwis and Aotearoa New Zealand, saying 
“Kiwis, at least those I meet, love dumplings! Dumplings can be 
mystical because you cannot see the fillings from outside. It is good 
fun to guess what is in them, and how one cooks them (with a bit 
of Chinese whispering of course)… It has been a transforming 
experience for me living in Kiwi-land over the past 20 years, both 
academically and personally.”  

Dr Gao has devoted the last ten years to researching New Zealand firms’ marketing and 
business strategies in China. He has provided consulting services and academic advice with 
regard to China for many New Zealand firms, including New Zealand Post, Ata Rangi and Obiqo. 

 

In his presentation, Dr Gao shared his observations on the changes in focus in New Zealand-
China relations over the last fifteen years. He also shared his research journey that started 
looking at opportunities and risks around China market entry but has recently moved to the 
impact of the US-China relationship on New Zealand in an increasingly deglobalized business 
environment. Dr Gao offered some food for thought on the way forward, including a dynamic 
balancing approach that New Zealand may embrace in geopolitical conflicts and deglobalization 
involving China. 

He shared his reflections on his journey and mentioned that we can learn a lot from ‘dumplings’ 
— looking inside to gain more understanding of the people and culture. He said more questions 
should be asked to provoke further discussion and learning (see slide on next page). 

After the talk, some very good questions were asked and attendees enjoyed good discussions 
about Kiwi engagement with China, relationship building, maintenance, and development. We 
thank Dr Gao for his thought-provoking presentation and look forward to having further 
discussions over dumplings in the future.   
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NZCFS 2022 NATIONAL CONFERENCE AND AGM  

The 70th Annual Conference of New Zealand China Friendship Society was held in Auckland 
June 17th to 20th. Come to our monthly meeting for an overview of the conference. You can 
read Immediate Past President Dave Bromwich’s report of the National Conference here. 

 
MANDARIN CORNER (Online)   

 
Mandarin Corner is a weekly event where students learning Chinese 
meet with native speakers of Chinese for conversation in a friendly, 
relaxed setting, and is open to intermediate/advanced levels.   

Mandarin Corner is restarting online on Thursdays at 6:00pm — Zoom 
ID 975 3237 0553 with Dr Lita Lyu. 

For more information follow the Confucius Institute Facebook page 
on www.facebook.com/ConfuciusInstituteWellington 

 
NZ CHINESE LANGUAGE WEEK  

 
This year, New Zealand Chinese Language Week is 
scheduled for the week 25 September to 2 October.  

Keep a look-out on social media and on the website at 
https://www.nzclw.com/ for information. 

 
125TH ANNIVERSARY OF REWI ALLEY’S BIRTHDAY 

This year marks the 125th anniversary of Rewi Alley’s birthday. Watch this space for upcoming 
events commemorating this. You can read more about Rewi here.   

https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/report-on-nzcfs-70th-annual-conference/
http://www.facebook.com/ConfuciusInstituteWellington
https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/rewi-alley-article/


4 

BRANCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

President:  Chris Lipscombe 
Vice President and Treasurer:  Juping Zhou  
Secretary:  Vera Xu 
Committee Members:  Michael Dunwoodie, Liqin Mi 
Honorary Advisor:  Michael Powles 

WEBSITE:  https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/wellington-branch-of-the-nzcfs/ 

 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 

To join as a member or renew your membership, you can complete the online form or the membership 
form below. 

I/We would like to renew/commence membership of the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand China 
Friendship Society Inc. for 2022 (subscription period is January to December):  
   Unwaged / Student (full-time) / Superannuitant  $15 
   Single     $25   
   Family       $35 
   Organisation     $50 
 
Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
                (Given names)               (Surname)  

Spouse’s/Partner’s Name:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
(Given names)    (Surname) 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Email ……………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Contact Person for Organisation:  ……………………….……………………………….……………………………………. 

Payment total is as follows: 

Banquet             $ ............. 

Membership Subscription        $ ............. 

Donation (optional)  $ .............    

Total   $ .............            

Payment method: 
Payment by internet banking to: 
       NZ China Friendship Society 
       ANZ Bank Acct No:  11-7200-0080836-11  

 

Privacy Information:  On acceptance of your membership subscription, you or the organisation you represent 
will become a member of the Wellington branch of the New Zealand China Friendship Society Incorporated ("the 
Society"). Your membership will expire on the 31st of December of the year to which the membership applies ("the 
expiry date"). The information you provide on this membership subscription form ("the information") will be held 
by us electronically in a Register of Members as required by the Incorporated Societies Amendment Act 2005 and 
will be removed from the current Register of Members following the expiry date. The information will be used by 
us to tell you about member events and activities and to send you notices of meetings. The information will be held 
securely by us and will be available for you to view at any time on application to the Secretary. The information 
may be shared with our parent organisation the New Zealand China Friendship Society Incorporated. We will not 
disclose the information to any other parties, except where required by law. Non-current members will remain on 
our branch mailing list as supporters, and we will continue to let you know about member events and activities. If 
you decide that you do not want to receive emails from us, you can 'unsubscribe' and we will remove you from our 
mailing list.  

Pay your 2022 subscription here 

https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/wellington-branch-of-the-nzcfs/
https://forms.gle/qTHaP7oP58uBT2cd7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHAt6E4BiK_49g45yWmCV-CovJq5xuUfxJhTdzv98FvDEsxw/viewform
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