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Next Meeting – Thursday, 25 August 

Our next meeting will feature five or six of our members 

displaying and talking about their favourite souvenirs and 

interesting collectables from their visits to China. Everyone who 

goes to China comes back with some little curious item they 

picked up and which has an intriguing background to it; this 

should be an interesting evening. 

 

 

 

Our July event was lunch at Celine's restaurant. 

 
For those willing to brave the cold temperature and wet weather, 
we all met up and enjoyed a varied feast. The menu included 
Uighur beef (a peppery dish) through to sweet and sour fish, a 
classic 'Pickled cabbage and Boiled Pork' among others. The 
deep fried mushrooms were of great interest, being spiced, but 
not hot. 
David Stringer 
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National Day Banquet 

Sunday 2 October 

North and South Restaurant 

300 Lincoln Road 

6pm arrival, drinks and mingle 

7pm, dine 

$35 per diner 

 

Please email  nzcfschristchurch@gmail.com to make your booking and payment.  

NOTE  it is limited to 80 diners, so don’t miss out!  
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Harcourts Gold Spitfire Art Competition 

Theme: Artwork with a Chinese Element  

Background: this art competition is to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the New 
Zealand China Friendship Society, 70th anniversary of NZ/China diplomatic relations and 125th anniversary 
of the birth of Rewi Alley, the famous Kiwi who spent 60 years of his life in China, working to alleviate the 
lives of the poor people. It is being co-sponsored by Harcourts Gold Spitfire and our branch. 

The competition will be open to all schools in the South Island, with two categories: 

Years 1 – 6 and Years 7 – 10.  

Artworks are to be A3 size, any media, non-digital, must contain Chinese element. 

Prizes for each Year group: 

1st Prize: iPad 

2nd Prize: digital camera 

3rd Prize: movie tickets  

A selection of artwork will be displayed at Tūranga (Central Library) Saturday 26th & Sunday 27Th 

November. All entries will be displayed on a Google slide show at the venue and visitors will have an 

opportunity to vote for the public favourite.  

Prize Giving Ceremony:  

10.30am Saturday 26th November: 

Tūranga (Central Library)  

TSB room Level1  

60 Cathedral Square, Christchurch  

Be sure to get this in your diary and come along on the Saturday morning for the prize giving ceremony, 
but of course if you're unable to make that time then just be aware that the exhibition will be open to the 
public Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 November. 

 

 

Rewi Alley Commemoration Hall 

As promised in last month's newsletter, I 
thought I would give you a backgrounder on 
the amazing Rewi Alley Commemoration Hall 
at UUNZ Institute of Business in Auckland, 
where our June conference was held.  

Background 

In about 2018, then National President Dave 
Bromwich was approached by UUNZ with the 
suggestion they erect a statue of Rewi Alley 
at the front of their building in Symonds 
Street, Central Auckland.  In the end this 
suggestion did not come to fruition.  

A delegation from Gung Ho came to New 
Zealand in late 2019, led by Li Jianping, a 
fellow Vice President with Dave Bromwich of 
Gung Ho. At Simon Deng Li's suggestion, 
Dave B and Li Jianping went together to meet with UUNZ. From that came the idea of forming a 
relationship with Bailie schools and Gung Ho in China. Dave B accompanied UUNZ Founder and CEO Dr 
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Jinming (Jimmy) Chen and his wife Director Cathy Zhang to meetings in Beijing with the China government 
Deputy Minister of Education, along with Michael Crook, chair of Gung Ho, and representatives from the 
three Bailie Schools. Plans were made to further this relationship in China, but Covid threw a spanner in 
the works. Known as 'Hands and Minds together' The Bailie education philosophy incorporates practical 
learning with theoretical study. The New Zealand Bailie Training Base (NZBTB) was established to make 
connection to the three Bailie Schools in China, and to research ways in which a Bailie training approach 
can be incorporated into vocational training in New Zealand. 

Back In New Zealand, Jimmy Chen proceeded with setting up the New Zealand Bailie Training Base. It 
was then suggested that a Rewi Alley Commemoration Hall be founded, recognising the three legacies of 
Rewi Alley i.e. the Bailie Schools, Gung Ho and the New Zealand China Friendship Society. The "Rewi 
Alley Commemoration Hall" was jointly established by the New Zealand China Friendship Association and 
the Bailie Training Base in New Zealand.  

The opening ceremony was held on August 20, 2021. 34 years after his passing, the first privately owned 
commemoration hall has now been established. May Rewi Alley's spirit of international love be passed on 
from generation to generation among the people of New Zealand and China. 

 

 

 

Rewi Alley Commemoration Hall 

Dave Bromwich and I went to Auckland on the Thursday 
before the start of the society’s conference in June, so that 
we could touch base on a few things. 

When we arrived at UUNZ on the Thursday afternoon, 
Director Cathy Zhang met us at the door. While Dave 
Bromwich went through to check on the conference room 
facilities, Cathy showed me around the area she and her 
husband Dr Jinming Chen had set up as a commemoration 
of Rewi Alley’s activities in China.  

I had heard some details of it in the previous several 
months, but I have to say I was absolutely staggered at 
what they have done to commemorate the memory and 
work of this great man. There were three rooms recording, 
in words and images, his life from his boyhood in 

Christchurch right through to the work he is famous for in China. 

At the end of the tour, we came to a framed artwork on the wall, which had the word Love in Chinese, 
English and Māori, superimposed on a stylised pounamu background. Cathy said her daughter Sarah had 
designed it and she was now looking for someone to do it in needlework.  
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When I told her I have done cross stitch for over 30 years and 
would be honoured to do it for her, she hugged me and almost 
burst into tears! She told me she had been looking for over a year 
for the right person to do it, because it needed to have 
significance. My connection with the society and the Rewi Alley 
story in particular made that perfect.  

I said to Cathy I wanted no payment as it was my honour to do it, 
as long as she paid for the materials. When I returned home I had 
a couple of emails from her, and I could tell she was uneasy 
about not paying for my time. It was then my wife Carol suggested 
she may wish to make a contribution to the He Ming Qing 
scholarship programme. Kathleen Hall was a New Zealand 
missionary nurse in China who worked in poor rural areas in the 
1930s under extremely difficult conditions and trained local nurses 
to work alongside her. The people called her He Ming Qing. The 
He Ming Qing Memorial Scholarship was established in her 
honour by our society to provide a three to four year scholarship 
for young Chinese women from poor rural areas, enabling them to 
complete nursing training in order to return to their villages and work for improved health standards.  

I emailed Cathy the background to what the scholarship programme entails, included the last report 
received from the nursing students being trained at the moment, and suggested she may wish to make a 

donation to this very worthy programme. The upshot of this has 
been the NZBTB has introduced the New Zealand Academy of 
Chinese Painting and Calligraphy to us, and the intention is for them 
to produce some artworks, which will then go into an exhibition and 
be auctioned, the proceeds of which will go to the He Ming Qing 
scholarship programme; what a great and moving story! Hamilton 
branch president and chair of the He Ming Qing committee, Miao 
Fan, is currently organizing the event and we will report on it at the 
time. 

I have commenced the needlework, which will be a journey of 12 to 
18 months, probably about 700 hours in total. Watch this space in 
12 to 18 months from now for the final story of it being unveiled in 
the Rewi Alley Commemoration Hall!! 

Jimmy Chen and Cathy Zhang are to be congratulated for the 
setting up of the Rewi Alley Commemoration Hall in tribute and 
recognition of this amazing Kiwi.  

Dave Adamson 

 

Cultures of China Water Cube Cup 

Every year, the Chinese hold a talent quest, the Cultures of 
China Water Cube Cup, a reference to the Water Cube in 
Beijing, where the Olympic swimming events were held. 
 
Every year, the Chinese hold a talent quest, the Cultures of 
China Water Cube Cup, a reference to the Water Cube in 
Beijing, where the Olympic swimming events were held. 
 
Several members took the opportunity to attend the 
Christchurch trials recently, which were sponsored in part by 
our very own committee member William (Mingchun) Qiu.  
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This year there was a significant participation by Kiwi students learning Chinese which was so good to see.  

I do not envy the Judges because the performances were so varied, ranging from one rap song through 
pop songs to classics (but thankfully no opera!). There also seemed to be a category for artists performing 
their own accompaniment.  

For anyone who missed it thinking it would not be interesting, think again.  

This is not only a chance for our Chinese language students to show off their talent, but for the young 

Chinese to show off theirs and, as friends of China I believe we should support them by attending.  

It is also maybe a chance to meet some of our Chinese citizens and make friends of them, whether it be 
among the performers or their parents or grandparents in the audience. I often find grandparents struggling 
with their English and so pleased to have the opportunity to practice with friendly, understanding people. 

David Stringer 
 

 

The “Golden Ribbon" Multicultural Youth Music Festival 

Several of our branch members attended this festival 
in the Town Hall, organised by Jeffrey Zhao. Also in 
attendance were Consul-General Madam He Ying 
and our Patron Sir David Carter, who took the 
opportunity to acknowledge our society's presence 
when asked to speak and for which we thank him. 

The performances were professional, interesting and 
varied, from classical European music through mystic 
Indian to Chinese and were all well received by the 

audience. 

There was, of course, some fusion of the different 
styles as well, and one highlight for the writer was to 
see the Yangqin (beaten Dulcimer) played by a top 

class performer from China. 

For those who didn't make it, I hope you can come to the next such event and maybe meet some of our 
Chinese friends. It's always good to make a new friend. 

David Stringer 
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A couple of interesting articles 

China Ambassador Dr Wang Xiaolong’s speech at our June conference: http://nz.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/zxgxs/202206/t20220620_10706151.html  

Comment on China’s democracy from Andy Boreham, a New Zealander who has been working for 
Shanghai Daily and is respected by the Chinese government: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9gspYfdR2o&t=304s  

 

Passing of Brenda Ferneaux  

Older branch members will have been saddened to see Brenda's death in the newspaper recently. She 

was president of our branch in the 1990s. Brenda hosted many delegations in her home over the years, 

and was a very popular and respected branch member. A card of condolence has been sent to the family.  
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