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Your committee wishes everyone a very very 

Happy Family Christmas  

and a Peaceful New Year 

New Year Banquet 
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Next Meeting – 23 February 2023 

Annual General Meeting 

The first meeting of the year always includes the branch’s Annual General Meeting. Please give some 
thought between now and then as to whether you would like to stand for the committee. This is an 
opportunity to become more involved in our society’s activities. We are all committed to the NZCFS; here’s 
your chance to give your talents to achieve the aims of our organisation. 
 
Following the Annual General Meeting we will be given a very interesting talk by Canterbury Police District 
Ethnic Liaison Officer Constable Cai LiYing on her experiences as a Chinese police officer in New Zealand.  
 

 

2022 Rewi Alley Memorial Prizegiving Ceremony for  

Chinese Language Students 

On the evening of Friday 18 November we held our annual prizegiving ceremony at St Margaret’s College. 

This prizegiving ceremony has been carried out annually now for over 15 years. There were 30 students 

from six schools in the greater Christchurch area this year. It is always a very happy event with proud 

parents, siblings, grandparents, teachers etc attending. This year was no exception, with about 100 people 

present.  

Following a couple of brief speeches, the Qiao Yi Lion Dance group gave us a wonderful and colourful lion 

dance performance which was followed by the formal presentation of prizes by Consul General He Ying 

and branch president David Stringer. Each prize consisted of money, a certificate signed by the branch 

president, a letter of congratulations from the branch president and a small gift kindly provided by the local 

Chinese Consulate. 

The student from the New Zealand Chinese Association was unable to be present at the ceremony so the 

prize will be posted. 

As we took the view the ceremony was all about the young people, we deliberately made the whole affair 

quite informal this year, which meant only having two brief speeches; we all know young people don't want 

to listen to long speeches! From the feedback we received afterwards we obviously made the right 

decision. During and following the formal part of the ceremony, photos were taken and then we all had an 

amazing supper put together by branch member Chris Goodwin and his band of Happy Helpers. All in all, a 

very happy and successful event.   

 

Burnside High School Lincoln High School 
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St Margaret's College Hillview Christian School 

St Thomas of Canterbury All participants 

Photos: John Tan 

This annual ceremony is very important, and a matter of great pride for all those taking part. A big Thank 
You goes to St Margaret’s College for providing the facilities each year. 

 

Harcourts Gold Spitfire Art Competition  
Theme: Artwork with a Chinese Element   
 
This art competition, which was open to all schools in the South Island, with two categories:  
Years 1 – 6 and Years 7 – 10 was held to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of the New 
Zealand China Friendship Society, 50th anniversary of NZ/China diplomatic relations and 125th anniversary 
of the birth of Rewi Alley. It was co-sponsored by Harcourts Gold Spitfire and our society’s branch. 
 

We were delighted to receive 213 entries, from 
Nelson down to western Southland. The standard of 
entries was amazing, which made the task of the 
judges very difficult. The prizegiving ceremony was 
held at Turanga (Christchurch Central Library) on 
Saturday 26 November. Over 100 people attended 
the event, and it was obvious how excited the 
children were to see their artwork on public display, 
and how proud their parents were. 
 
The ceremony was very ably MCed by branch 
member Laura Carter. We were honoured to have 
Chinese Consul General in Christchurch H.E. He 
Ying, our society's patron Sir David Carter and 
Mitchell MacDonald, Branch Manager Harcourts 
Spitfire Square Branch in attendance, and they took 
part in the presentation of the prizes.   
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Interspersed throughout the ceremony were several cultural 
performances, which were warmly received. 
 

 
After the presentation of prizes a photo was 
taken of all winners. 
 
We received very positive comments from 
children, parents and teachers about the 
event so we hope this will become an annual 
activity. 
 
We wish to thank Harcourts Gold Spitfire for 
their very generous sponsorship of this 
important and fun event, and the prizes of 
iPads, digital cameras and movie tickets they 
provided.  
 
 

 
Harcourts Gold Spitfire & New Zealand China Friendship Society  Art 

Competition Winners 
 

Senior Group (Year 1 - 6) 

 

 

Mia Wang 

Senior 1st 
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Tina Liu 

Senior 2nd  

 

 

King Xu 

Senior 2nd 

 

 

Penny Dai 

Senior 3rd 

 

 

 

Miaoran Lin 

Senior 3rd 

 

 

 

Anya Gao 

Senior 3rd 

 

Junior Group (Year 1-6) 

 

 

Joyce Xu 

Junior 1st 

 

 

Eric Liu 

Junior 2nd 

 

 

 

Alice He 

Junior 2nd 
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Stacey Zhao 

Junior 3rd 

 

 

Sophie Tu 

Junior 3rd 

 

 
And finally, a photo to prove committee member Laura does know one 
end of a mop from the other! 

 

 

50th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations 
 
A reception, hosted by Chinese Consul General in Christchurch H.E. He Ying. was held on the evening of 
Friday 2 December in The Great Hall at the Arts Centre to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between China and New Zealand and also the 125th anniversary of the birth of Rewi 
Alley.  

 
A photographic exhibition displaying the life of Rewi Alley in China greeted attendees in the courtyard as 

they arrived. 
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Approximately 120 invited guests were at the function, 

representing the various groups around the South Island 

which are involved with China. The function started with 

the playing of the national anthems of New Zealand and 

China. Consul General He Ying welcomed everyone and 

outlined the advances China has made and the 

contribution Rewi Alley made to that. 

This was followed by speeches by Dr Duncan Webb MP 

for Christchurch Central and List MP Hon Gerry Brownlee. 

Our society’s Patron Rt Hon Sir David Carter emphasised 

the important role our society has played and continues to 

play in enriching and deepening the relationship and 

understanding between our countries. Christchurch Mayor Phil Mauger spoke on the importance of Rewi 

Alley to the New Zealand China relationship and also the strong ties the countries enjoy.  

Cultural performances commenced with the showing of 

an excerpt from the excellent film On Finding Rewi Alley. 

This was followed by several musical performances, 

which included choral and solo vocalists and finished with 

dance and instrumental performances. 

A superb dinner followed, which was enjoyed by all those 

present. The whole evening was a great success, and 

was testament to the strong bonds  

between our countries and the vital role Rewi Alley has 

played in that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Page 8  
 

Remembering Kathleen Hall 

At the NZCFS 2021 National Conference held in in Havelock North, Hamilton Branch President, Northern 

Vice President, and He Mingqing Scholarship Committee Chair Miao Fan presented the work she and 

others had done in putting together a video and booklet on Kathleen Hall, the New Zealand missionary 

nurse in China known as He Mingqing. Kathleen Hall had worked in poor rural areas in China under 

extremely difficult conditions, had trained local nurses, and during the Chinese war against the Japanese 

invasion had smuggled medical supplies through Japanese lines to the Chinese 8th Route Army.  

About Kathleen Hall   https://nzchinasociety.org.nz/kathlee...  

Video:  Remembering Kathleen Hall    https://youtu.be/X6yrPTsVpgw 

 
Homestay Families Wanted 
Bring the world to your home and become a homestay family. 
 
Why? For you, it’s a unique experience to become a global family and help a student experience life in 
New Zealand. For the student it’s a chance to immerse themselves into another culture and language, 
achieve academically at school and have an amazing overall experience. 
  
What? Host a student for anything from two weeks, one term or longer. 
  
When? Next intake from January 2023. 
 
Who? 12 -18-year-olds from Japan, Korea, Germany, Vietnam, India, France, Italy, Thailand, Hong Kong, 
China etc. 
 
Our borders have finally reopened and with the influx of school students wanting to visit Christchurch 
(especially short term), our schools are looking for kind and inclusive families to welcome and support an 
international student into their home. You are expected to provide a furnished bedroom, food, family 
experiences and unlimited wifi. You will be paid weekly and depending on the school in your area between 
$275 and $300 per week. 
 
If you or anyone you know is interested, please contact your closest school as follows: 
Avonside Girls’ High School – Lisa Garrett, lgarrett@avonside.school.nz 
Burnside High School - homestay@burnside.school.nz 
Cashmere High School - Sylvia Seelen, homestay@cashmere.school.nz 
Christchurch Girls’ High School - international@cghs.school.nz 
Hillmorton High School – Heidi Cayford, cayfordh@hillmorton.school.nz 
Kirkwood Intermediate School - Alison Xie, alisonxie@kirkwood.school.nz 
Middleton Grange School - Annie Xia, a.xia@middleton.school.nz 
Mount Hutt College, Methven - international@mthutt.school.nz 
Oxford Area School - international@oxford.school.nz 
Papanui High School – Margaret Kinzett, knm@papanui.school.nz 
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School - Louise Stanton, l.stanton@rangiruru.school.nz 
Rangiora High School - international@rangiorahigh.school.nz 
Riccarton High School - by@riccarton.school.nz 
Villa Maria College - Donna Sellier, dse@villa.school.nz 
Shirley Boys’ High School – Leanne Russ, lor@shirley.school.nz 
 
If your closest or preferred school is not on here, you can still contact them directly and look the 
international team up here. 
 
https://www.christchurchnz.com/study/search/?keywords= 
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Branch Officers 
President: David Stringer david@dhstringer.co.nz 
Vice President:  Vivien Qin   vivien.qin@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President: Graeme Tinkler gandgtinkler@gmail.com 
Vice President: William Qiu nzpr.group@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer:  Felicia Cheng chengmengpingcn@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Gwynneth Tinkler gandgtinkler@gmail.com 

Branch Honorary Patron: Diana Madgin 
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